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* Xk )

State Board of Psychology
August 12, 2019
* % %

The regularly scheduled meeting of the State
Board of Psychology was held on Monday, August 12,
20109. Vito J. DonGiovanni, Psy.D., Chairman, called
the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.

* Kk K
[Chris Stuckey, Board Administrator, reviewed the
emergency evacuation procedures for One Penn Center.]

* Kk K
[Chairman DonGiovanni noted the formal hearing
scheduled for 1 p.m.]

* Kk K
Appointment - Carolyn A. Delaurentis, Esquire, Deputy

Chief Counsel, Prosecution Division Presentation

[Carolyn A. Delaurentis, Esquire, Deputy Chief
Counsel, Prosecution Division, introduced herself and
provided a brief summary of her professional
background.

Ms. Delaurentis provided information for the
Pennsylvania State Board of Psychology for
FY 2018-2019, noting that 79 cases were opened with 88

open files as of July 1, 2019.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Ms. DelLaurentis noted 14 warning letters, 2
suspensions, 4 reprimands, 2 voluntary surrenders, and
3 probations issued.

Ms. DelLaurentis noted 69 immediate temporary
suspensions, in general, for the prosecution division
in FY 2018-2019 with 11,359 open cases as of July 1,
2019. She reviewed the last fiscal year, noting that
14,030 cases were opened, which was up from 12,604 the
prior year. She also noted 13,270 closed files the
last fiscal year.

Ms. Delaurentis addressed the Pennsylvania
Justice Network (JNET), where the prosecution division
receives an alert when licensees from all of the
Boards and Commissions are charged with a crime.

Ms. Delaurentis noted that the Bureau of
Enforcement and Investigation (BEI) attempts to serve
the immediate temporary suspensions on the same day.
She also commended the prosecutors for their great
work.

Ms. Delaurentis discussed the Office of General
Counsel’s Mediation Program, which is at no cost to
licensees or the Board. She stated the consent
agreements will reflect whether the cases were

resolved through mediation.]

* Kk %
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Report of Board Prosecution

[Nathan C. Giunta, Esquire, Board Prosecution Liaison,
presented the Consent Agreement for File No. 17-63-
05663.

Allan M. Tepper, J.D., Psy.D., Esquire, Counsel
for the Respondent, was also present and participated
in the discussion.]

* Kk K
Approval of minutes of the June 17, 2019 meeting
CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
Approval of the minutes from the last
meeting. Did everybody have a chance to
read the minutes? Any additions or
corrections?
[The Board discussed corrections to the minutes.]
CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
Any other additions or corrections?
Hearing none. I entertain a motion to
approve.
DR. MCALEER:
So moved.
CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
Dr. McAleer.
DR. BRADLEY:

Second.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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CHATRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
Second, Dr. Bradley. All those 1in favor
of approving as amended, say aye. All
those opposed?
[The motion carried unanimously.]
* % %
Report of Board Counsel
[Dana M. Wucinski, Esquire, Board Counsel, noted the
Board would be discussing the consent agreement
presented along with agenda items 6 through 7, 10
through 19, and 24 in Executive Session.

Ms. Wucinski announced House Bill 1172, also
known as Act 41 of 2019, was passed on July 1, 2019.
She stated Act 41 is an alternative path to licensure
by endorsement for people who are licensed and in good
standing in other states. She commented that
individuals would be issued a license 1f the licensee
holds a current license from another state whose
licensure requirements are substantially equivalent or
exceed the requirements of the Commonwealth,
demonstrate competence in the profession through
methods determined by the Board which can include
practicing in another state for two of the last five
years preceding the date of application and have not

committed any act that constitutes grounds for
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refusal.

Ms. Wucinski stated Act 41 also allows for a
provisional license, which she then equated to the
Board's temporary license. She explained that a
holder of the provisional license may practice until
the license is denied by the Board, the provisional
license expires, or the holder fails to comply with
the terms of the provisional license.

Ms. Wucinski informed the Board of the need for
discussion regarding substantial equivalence. She
mentioned the American Psychological Association
(APA) accreditation, stating that it is not equivalent
but noting the need to determine whether regional
accreditation is substantially equivalent concerning
competency. She referred to CE or working two years
of the last five years in the profession or any other
method the Board feels would establish competency.

Ms. Wucinski suggested creating a committee to
review applications in between Board meetings so
licensees do not have to wait until the next Board
meeting when applying under Act 41. She noted that
Act 41 was passed to help military spouses.

Ms. Wucinski addressed state exams, noting that
the Board would need to review the requirements in

other states to determine if the other state’s

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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requirement is substantially equivalent to the
requirements in Pennsylvania. She commented that
individuals who come to Pennsylvania will not have to
take the state exam, and if they meet the requirements
for Act 41, the individuals may obtain a license.

Ms. Wucinski addressed the provisional license,
where individuals who come to Pennsylvania can start
practicing on a provisional license immediately if the
Board determines appropriate CE and competency.

Chairman DonGiovanni discussed residency
requirements, noting prior denials due to residency
requirements not being sufficient and meeting
Pennsylvania's regulations.

Ms. Wucinski referred to item 6 on the agenda for
discussion during Executive Session. She commented
that people will be applying in Pennsylvania who are
not from APA-accredited schools but have been licensed
in another state for at least two years and have been
practicing without incident or issues.

Ms. Wucinski explained that individuals must be
licensed in another state and actively practicing.

She commented that original endorsement regulations
are not banished and that Act 41 is Jjust an
alternative path to licensure by endorsement. She

noted that the Board's current standards are
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equivalent, not substantially equivalent.

Ms. Lambert noted Act 41 to be another tool in
the toolbox for licensure, where Pennsylvania is not
looking at the licensees on an individual basis for
their qualifications and are considering the other
state's regulations and requirements. She explained
that requirements from the state the individual is
coming from would be reviewed.

Ms. Wucinski commented that individuals in
Pennsylvania must complete an APA-accredited doctoral
program, and Walden and Capella online schools are
regionally accredited, which is where determining
substantial equivalence is important. She commented
that the guidelines are to be utilized in future Board
meetings and also by the committee created today to
use when receiving Act 41 applications.

Dr. Spayd suggested contacting the Association of
State and Provincial Psychology Boards (ASPPB) to
determine the minimum CE requirements in other states.

Dr. McAleer commented that CE accomplishment is
one of the lowest levels of competency and is why
ASPPB is considering developing other tests pertaining
to competency used nationwide in addition to the
knowledge portion.

Mr. McAleer commented that APA accreditation

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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actually serves both the education and the competency
portion. The Board is beginning to consider and
examine on a case-by-case basis students who have
graduated from APA programs and looking at perhaps
using their practica experience to be equivalent.

Chairman DonGiovanni suggested that applicants
should have at least 30 hours of CE, including 3 of
ethics, in the past two or three years.

Chairman DonGiovanni and Dr. McAleer offered to
be on the committee to review applications.

Rachael Baturin, MHP, JD, Pennsylvania
Psychological Association, mentioned that about five
states do not require CE at all, and the minimum
requirements for CEs in some of the other states is 20
a year.

Ms. Wucinski noted that the competency section
would include a provisional license, where individuals
make up what they are lacking while working. She also
noted that the Board could require that individuals
must have been practicing two of the last five years
in the profession.

Ms. Wucinski confirmed the Board’s discussion of
at least 30 hours of CE in the last two years with at
least 3 hours in ethics. She guestioned the Board

whether there would be any additional hours.
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Chairperson DonGiovanni commented that at least 3
hours for potential licensees to learn about
Pennsylvania regulations and laws without taking the
exam.

Ms. Wucinski provided a summary of the Board’s
decision regarding Act 41, where the Board wants to
have practice two of the last five years and wants to
review the CE from the state the licensee is licensed
to confirm at least 30 hours of CE in the last 2 years
with at least 3 in ethics. She noted that the Board
also wants to make it a requirement that individuals
complete at least a 3-hour course regarding
Pennsylvania regulations that could be part of the 30
hours.

Ms. Wucinski commented that information is still
being gathered to determine how Act 41 is going to be
created, whether it will be one regulation that
applies to all Boards or looking at an addendum to
their existing endorsement regulations for each
individual Board. She stated the Boards have to come
up with what they feel is competent, which will be the
standard currently used.

Ms. Guilfoyle noted a concern with individuals in
another state who know they are going to lose their

license but have no disciplinary charges pending.
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Ms. Wucinski stated complaints come in all the
time against licensees, and the act does not require
them to notify the Board if they have been questioned
but should answer the questions honestly because it
could be held against them in the future.

Ms. Wucinski addressed the provisional license,
noting that the Board could just defer to the existing
regulation of six months with one renewal.

Ms. Baturin gquestioned whether individuals would
need the suicide and the child abuse CE. Ms. Stuckey
explained that new applicants who want to get a PA
license must take a 3-hour course in child abuse and a
2-hour course for renewal. She stated the child abuse
course 1s not required to receive a temporary license
but will be needed if it is converted to a permanent
license.

Chairman DonGiovanni questioned whether it can be
mandated to require 1 credit for suicide prevention as
part of that 30 hours of CE. Ms. Wucinski will
research the issue. She mentioned that the Board will
be giving the committee authority to grant licensure,
but any questions regarding individuals meeting the
reqguirements of Act 41 will go in front of the Board
at the next Board meeting.

Ms. Wucinski referred to the proposed rulemaking
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(814) 536-8908




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

13

package concerning 16A-6320 regarding qualifications
for licensure regulation. She noted the need to
review changes concerning Section 41.32 regarding
experience qualifications.

Ms. Stuckey noted prior discussion by the
directors of clinic training and the Board concerning
the law change which removed the requirement that one
of the two years of supervised experience be completed
after the award of the doctoral degree. She explained
that the Board is currently accepting the predoctoral
internship as a first year and looking for the second
year to come after, but from the information provided
by the directors of clinical training, the practicum
that is completed prior to the predoctoral internship
meets the Board’s requirements for supervised
experience.

Ms. Stuckey stated the practicum requirements
were changed in February 2015 and went into effect in
November 2015. She referred to information received
from Dr. Linda Knauss, where she indicated that if
someone started their doctoral program in September
2015 forward, the individual would already have two
years of supervised experience when the individual
completes the doctoral program and receives the

degree.
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Ms. Stuckey commented that i1if an individual
started their doctoral program in September 2015 or
forward, the Board would not need to look at any
supervised experience because of the fact that their
graduation would reflect the required two years from
an APA-accredited doctoral program.

Ms. Wucinski noted that the section will remain
in effect for all other applicants who might be coming
in and graduated from an APA-accredited school. She
suggested putting a subsection in that says all
applicants who began their doctoral program after
September 2015 from an APA-accredited school do not
have to meet this requirement. She suggested taking a
vote today to begin waiving the requirement while
awaliting a change to the regulations.

Ms. Stuckey stated there is a notice on the
Board’s website with regard to the review of
supervised experience. Ms. Wucinski suggested putting
something under announcements and in the FAQs.

Ms. Stuckey noted that September 2015 or after is
automatic. She noted the importance of it being clear
on the transcript when someone started their program.
She mentioned that the director of clinical training
for the doctoral program completes a form to verify

that the program was accredited. She noted that the
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Board asks for the date of predoctoral internship,
because when the Board is looking for that second year
to come after that, the Board needs to know when the
predoctoral internship is finished.

Ms. Stuckey commented that those who began a
program September 2015 and forward are automatic and
assumes that anyone who began their program prior to
that would have the burden of proof.

Ms. Stuckey referred to Item No. 20 on the agenda
regarding APA-Accreditation Standards for Practicum
Training. She noted that Dr. Knauss provided a copy
of the prior 2010 practicum requirements for APA for
comparison.

Ms. Wucinski suggested the addition of a
subsection that states, “or can show they completed
the requirements outlined in these regulations while
in their doctoral program in an APA-accredited
school.”

Ms. Wucinski referred to Section 41.52, noting
the amendment or addition, “or other country” in
accordance with the Act 41. She gquestioned removing
or adding language to the regulation that will allow
people from non-APA-accredited schools after a certain
number of years. She gquestioned whether the Board

wanted to have a standard or keep those case-by-case
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to see 1f they are exceptional in the field of
psychology or have a standard that states they have
been practicing.

Chairperson DonGiovanni preferred a case-by-case
basis. He questioned whether a subcommittee would
need to be formed concerning requirements of both
legislation and ethical changes in terms of APA.

Chairman DonGiovanni requested an extra Board
meeting in September for regulatory review.

Ms. Stuckey informed the Board that Cindy
Montgomery will be attending the October meeting for a
review of the regulatory process.]

* Kk K
MS. WUCINSKI:
I believe the Board will entertain a
motion to waive the Board’s regulation
at 49 Pa. Code 41.32(a) for any
applicant who began their doctoral
program from an APA-accredited program
on or after September 2015. That
portion of the regulations will remain
in effect for all other applicants.
DR. MCALEER:
So moved.

CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNT:

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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So moved, Dr. McAleer.
DR. SPAYD:

Second.
CHATRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:

Second, Dr. Spayd. All those in favor?

Those opposed?
[The motion carried unanimously.]

* Kk K

Report of Board Chairman
[Vito J. DonGiovanni, Psy.D., Chairman, thanked Board
members who joined him at the Pennsylvania
Psychological Association Convention in Pittsburgh.
He noted it to be a fairly good conference with
information to continue a program at PPA in Lancaster
next year. He mentioned discussion concerning
impaired professionals.

Chairman DonGiovanni also noted discussion
regarding 1 or 2 hours of CE credit for Board
meetings, stating the Board may want to entertain that
at some point.

Chairman DonGiovanni addressed the Psychology
Licensure Universal System (PLUS), which is from ASPPB
and allows individuals to apply for licensure. He
explained that ASPPB handles all of the paperwork when

a PLUS application is submitted. He mentioned a
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credential bank set up through ASPPB, where all
applicants' records are electronically stored forever.

Chairman DonGiovanni announced his invitation to
Dr. Siegel from ASPPB to give a small presentation at
the October meeting. He mentioned that the program
may be something the Board would want to consider due
to the Pennsylvania Licensing System (PALS) and
everything going electronic.]

* Kk K
Report of Deputy Commissioner
[Katelin Lambert, Deputy Commissioner, Bureau of
Professional and Occupational Affairs, on behalf of
Acting Commissioner, K. Kalonji Johnson, reported on
the operational work of implementing Act 41. She
stated PALS was being updated in terms of questions to
accommodate those applications. She explained that
applicants will apply for a new license, and the
system will direct them to the appropriate
application.

Ms. Lambert stated a new application will
eventually be created once the regulations are in
place. She commented that endorsement applications
are currently being used and applicants may be asked

for additional documentation.]

* Kk %
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[Pursuant to Section 708 (a) (5) of the Sunshine Act, at
10:19 a.m. the Board entered into Executive Session
with Dana M. Wucinski, Esquire, Board Counsel, for the
purpose of conducting quasi-judicial deliberations on
a number of matters that are currently pending before
the Board and to receive advice of counsel. The Board
returned to open session at 11:06 a.m.]
* Kk K
Report of Board Counsel (Continued)
[Vito J. DonGiovanni, Psy.D., Chairman, noted recusal
guidelines for the Board’s review.]
* Kk K

MOTIONS
MS. WUCINSKI:

Having retuned from Executive Session, I

believe the Board will entertain a

motion to adopt the Consent Agreement at

File No. 17-63-05663.
DR. MCALEER:

So moved.
CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:

So moved, Dr. McAleer.
DR. SPAYD:

Second.

CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNT:
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Second, Dr. Spayd. All those in favor?
Opposed?
[The motion carried unanimously. The Respondent’s

name 1s Gary Lewis Lord, Ph.D.]

*x k%

MS. WUCINSKT:
I believe the Board will entertain a
motion to approve the draft Adjudication
and Order as final for Tammy L.

Gregorowicz, Ph.D., Case No. 18-63-

011345.
DR. MCALEER:
So moved.
CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
So moved, Dr. McAleer.
DR. SPAYD:
Second.
CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
Second, Dr. Spayd. All those in favor?
Opposed?
[The motion carried unanimously.]
* Kk K
MS. WUCINSKI:
I believe the Board will entertain a

motion to approve the Application to Sit

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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for the Psychology Licensing

Examinations of Kalpana Sammantham,

Ph.D.
DR. MCALEER:
So moved.
CHATRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
So moved, Dr. McAleer.
DR. BRADLEY:
Second.
CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
Second, Dr. Bradley. All those 1in
favor? Opposed?
[The motion carried unanimously.]
* Kk K
MS. WUCINSKI:
I believe the Board will entertain a
motion to grant the Application to
Practice Psychology for Persons Licensed

in Other States of Mary Sooy, Psy.D.

DR. MCALEER:

So moved.
CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:

So moved, Dr. McAleer.
DR. SPAYD:

Second.

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.
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CHATRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
Second, Dr. Spayd. All those in favor?
Opposed?
[The motion carried unanimously.]
* % %
MS. WUCINSKI:
I believe the Board will entertain a
motion to approve the supervised

experience of Caleb Crane Morfit, Psy.D.

DR. MCALEER:
So moved.
CHATIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
So moved, Dr. McAleer.
DR. SPAYD:
Second.
CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
Second, Dr. Spayd. All those in favor?
Those opposed?
[The motion carried unanimously.]
* Kk K
MS. WUCINSKI:
I believe the Board will entertain a
motion to accept the supervised

experience of Adam Benjamin Assoian,

Psy.D. and the fictitious name of Allied
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Psychological Services, LLC.

DR. MCALEER:
So moved.
CHATRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
So moved, Dr. McAleer.
DR. SPAYD:
Second.
CHATIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
Second, Dr. Spayd. All those in favor?
Those opposed?
[The motion carried unanimously. ]
* Kk K
MS. WUCINSKI:
I believe the Board will entertain a
motion to approve the following

fictitious names: Philadelphia Couples

Therapy, LLC; Home for Anxiety,

Repetitive Behaviors, OCD, and Related

Disorders (HARBOR); CORE Psychiatric &

Psychological Services; Turning Tides

Psychological Services LLC; Mind

Matters: A Behavioral Health & Wellness

Practice; and Horizon Behavioral Health,

LLC.

CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNT:
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Make a motion, Dr. Bradley?
DR. BRADLEY:
Motion to approve.
DR. MCALEER:
Second.
CHATRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
Second, Dr. McAleer. All those 1in
favor? Those opposed?
[The motion carried unanimously. ]
* Kk K
MS. WUCINSKI:
I believe the Board will entertain a
motion to grant the request of Virginia

E. Vidoni to complete her continuing

education for the 2017 through 2019
biennial renewal period by home study.
DR. MCALEER:
So moved.
DR. BRADLEY:
Second.
CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
So moved, Dr. McAleer. Second,
Dr. Bradley. All those in favor? Those
opposed?

[The motion carried unanimously.]
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* Xk )

Discussion Items

[Vito J. DonGiovanni, Psy.D., Chairman, noted review
of the APA-accreditation standards for practicum
training earlier in the meeting. He also noted
discussion of the current status of proposed
regulation changes and the determination of the Board
to review those regulations at an additional Board
meeting in September.

Chairman DonGiovanni mentioned the next ASPPRB
Meeting October 16-20, 2019, in Minneapolis, MN,
noting that Dr. McAleer and Ms. Wucinski were
interested in attending.]

* Kk K
CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
I entertain a motion that we approve
those two individuals to attend the
annual meeting.
DR. BRADLEY:
So moved.
CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
Dr. Bradley, moved.
DR. SPAYD:
Second.

CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNT:
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Second, Dr. Spayd. All those in favor?

Opposed?
[The motion carried unanimously.]

* % %

Correspondence
[Vito J. DonGiovanni, Psy.D., Chairman, referred to
correspondence from Janet P. Orwig, MBA, CAE,
regarding the ASPPB PLUS Jurisdiction Interest Survey.
He mentioned that Dr. Siegel will discuss this issue
with the Board at the October meeting. He noted a
review of the survey by the Board and directing the
administrative assistant to answer the specific
questions for the Board.

Chairman DonGiovanni commented that the Board 1is
interested in obtaining additional information and
having a live walk through of the PLUS application
process.

Chairperson DonGiovanni also referred to
correspondence from Stacey Camp, Member Relations
Coordinator, ASPPB, regarding a survey of specific
topics that could be discussed at the annual meeting
for ASPPB. The Board discussed these different issues
and directed the Board Administrator to send responses
with regard to mobility for military families,

mandatory regulation, mandatory recognition of out-of-
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state/out-of-province licensure, mandated CE
requirements, and executive order requiring review and
analysis of licensee requirements.

Chairman DonGiovanni noted materials being
available for educating the public on the Board’s
website. He noted not having materials available with
regard to the work that a licensed psychologist
performs or materials available for assisting the
government in understanding psychology as a
profession.]

* Kk K
FYI
[Vito J. DonGiovanni, Psy.D., Chairman, commented that
there were no other specific items requiring the vote
of the Board with regard to candidate statements for
the Board of Directors of ASPPB. Dr. McAleer, if he
attends the session, was advised to use his discretion
as to whom he feels best represents the needs of
Pennsylvania.]

* Kk K
Upcoming Meeting Dates
[Vito J. DonGiovanni, Psy.D., Chairman, proposed
changing the August 10, 2020 meeting date to either

August 3 or August 17.]

* Kk %
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CHATRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
I entertain a motion to change the
meeting date to the 3rd of August 2020.
DR. BRADLEY:
So moved.
CHATRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
So moved, Dr. Bradley.
DR. SPAYD:
Second.
CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
Second, Dr. Spayd. All those in favor?
[The motion carried unanimously. ]

* K %

[The Board recessed from 11:17 a.m. until 11:29 a.m.]
* Kk K
[Katelin Lambert, Deputy Commissioner, Bureau of
Professional and Occupational Affairs, exited the
meeting at 11:19 a.m.]
* Kk K
CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
Pursuant to the vote regarding review of
regulations and the committee meeting
that will be held in September, I
entertain a motion to have a committee

meeting on September 16 at 9 a.m. in
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this facility.
DR. MCALEER:
So moved.
CHATRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
So moved, Dr. McAleer.
DR. SPAYD:
Second.
CHATIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
Second, Dr. Spayd. All those in favor?
Those opposed?
[The motion carried unanimously.]
* Kk K
[The Board recessed for lunch from 11:30 a.m. until
12:57 p.m.]
* Kk K
[A Formal Hearing was held from 12:57 p.m. until

2:31 p.m. in the Request for Reinstatement of the

License of Cynthia Ann Spanier, Ph.D., Case No. 19-63-

001314.]
* Kk K
Adjournment
CHAIRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
I entertain a motion to adjourn.
DR. MCALEER:

So moved.
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CHATRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
So moved, Dr. McAleer.
DR. BRADLEY:
Second.
CHATRMAN DONGIOVANNTI:
Second, Dr. Bradley. All those in
favor?
[The motion carried unanimously. ]
* Kk K
[There being no further business, the State Board of
Psychology Meeting adjourned at 2:31 p.m.]

* K %

CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that the foregoing summary
minutes of the State Board of Psychology meeting, was
reduced to writing by me or under my supervision, and
that the minutes accurately summarize the substance of

the State Board of Psychology meeting.

Bridget Hockenbroch,
Minute Clerk
Sargent’s Court Reporting

Service, Inc.
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