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NEWLY LICENSED ARCHITECTS

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

I wish to pass along Greetings from the members of the State Architects Licensure Board to 
all Licensed Architects in the Commonwealth and to the candidates involved in the process 
of gaining experience for their AXP record and preparing to take the new ARE 5.0 exams for 
licensure. I am glad to see that firms are benefitting from the current economic conditions 
through increased project workloads and design professionals are finding opportunities 
for advancing their careers. At all times it is important to remember the responsibility of 
the Licensed Architect to protect the Health, Safety, and Welfare of the public through 
the design of their buildings. During busy times and heavy workloads, facing challenging 
deadlines can make it difficult to provide the oversight and careful review required of the 
Architect in Responsible Charge of a project. By placing your seal on the document you are 
assuming that responsibility and acknowledging you have supervised the development of 
the document(s).

2019 is a Renewal year for Architects in Pennsylvania. Be sure to respond to your notice for 
renewing in a timely manner. Performing architectural services on an expired license is the 
most common violation of our licensure law. You can easily avoid a penalty and the mark 
it leaves on your professional record by renewing your license before the expiration date. 
Firm licenses are also required to be renewed at each biennial cycle. If you are no longer 
practicing in PA, please notify the Board Administrator and identify your license as inactive.

The subject of license renewal provides an opportunity to express the importance of not 
only keeping your license current but also keeping current with new trends, developing 
technologies, changing building codes, and many other factors that impact our profession 
and daily practice. Pennsylvania is one of a very small number of jurisdictions where an 
Architect’s license renewal does not require completing Continuing Education credits. I find 
this fact embarrassing. As professionals licensed to protect the public it seems reasonable 
for the public to assume that a current license reflects a commitment to maintaining current 
professional standards. Continuing Education requirements of many professional license 
boards serve to address this purpose. For licensees in PA that are AIA members or have 
active licenses in other jurisdictions, completing continuing education credits is part of their 
yearly agenda. As a Professional Licensure Board we are hoping Pennsylvania will soon 
adopt this standard.

The responsibilities of our profession, our license, as well as good business practice cover 
a wide range of duties. An aspect that is not addressed as often as it deserves is the Ethics 
of Professional Practice. This responsibility for ethical standards and practice occurs at all 
levels of our profession. The need for more discussion of this subject was made evident 
recently with NCARB’s disclosure of sanctions imposed on a number of candidates taking 
the registration exams. The individuals involved were part of a study group that were 
exchanging information using direct examples from current exams. Candidates taking the 
ARE sign an agreement that identifies the confidentiality policies required of them.  Some 
ethical standards are obvious and common sense type, other issues that present ethical 
challenges are not so obvious and deserve discussion. An occasional refresher course of the 
dilemmas that face our profession is a worthwhile pursuit that might shed light on decisions 
we make in our practices.

Pennsylvania is one of 55 jurisdictions that comprise the National Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards (NCARB). 2019 is the 100th Anniversary of NCARB and our Board is 
proud to be part of the NCARB organization and to serve Pennsylvania’s licensed Architects.
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Please be advised that the PA State 
Architects Licensure Board renewal 
deadline is extended until August 15, 
2019.  All current licenses will remain 
valid through that date.
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NEWLY LICENSED ARCHITECTS CONTINUED

CASE STATUS REPORT

FY 2018-2019 ARCHITECT CASES ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS - LAST FOUR YEARS:

ACTION TAKEN 

Revocation

Voluntary Surrender of License

Suspension

Automatic Suspension - Court Ordered

License Denied

Reprimand

Fine

Act 48 Fine

Warning Letter (nondisciplinary) 

Other nondisciplinary dispositions

TOTAL CASES OPENED

OPEN FILES

CLOSED FILES

41

15

26

FYTD 17-18

1

0

0 

0

0

0

2

1

50

1

FYTD 18-19

0

0 

0

0

1

0

0

3

10

12

FYTD 16-17

0

1

0

0

0

1

3

2

85

8

FYTD 15-16

0

0

0

0

1

5

0

5

98

4

PRIOR CASES - LAST FOUR YEARS

OPEN

14

24

4

10

TOTAL 

19

140

93

280

CLOSED 

5

116

89

270
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