SOCIAL WORKERS, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPISTS
AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS ACT
Act of Jul. 9, 1987, P.L. 220, No. 39 Cl. 63
AN ACT
Licensing and regulating the practice of social work; providing penalties;
and making an appropriation.
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The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby
enacts as follows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Social Workers, Marriage
and Family Therapists and Professional Counselors Act.
(1 amended Dec. 21, 1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
Section 2. Legislative intent.
The practice of social work, marriage and family therapy and professional
counseling within this Commonwealth is hereby declared to affect the
public safety and welfare and to be subject to regulation and control in
the public interest to protect the public from unprofessional, improper,
unauthorized and unqualified practice of licensed social work, licensed
marriage and family therapy and licensed professional counseling. This
act regulates only those who hold themselves out as licensed social
workers, licensed clinical social workers, licensed marriage and family
therapists or as licensed professional counselors. Acquisition of a license
under this act shall not be made a condition of the employment of a
person by the Commonwealth or any of its political subdivisions or by
nonprofit agencies.
(2 amended Dec. 21, 1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
Section 3. Definitions.
The following words and phrases when used in this act shall have
the meanings given to them in this section unless the context clearly
indicates otherwise:
“Application of social work methods and theory.” Includes
psychosocial assessment, crisis intervention, case management, clientcentered advocacy, psychotherapy and family therapy with individuals,
couples, families and groups in an effort to prevent or ameliorate family
and personal dysfunction at home, at work and in the community.
“Board.” The State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family
Therapists and Professional Counselors under the Bureau of Professional
and Occupational Affairs within the Department of State.
“Commissioner.” The Commissioner of Professional and Occupational
Affairs.
“Licensed bachelor social worker.” A social worker who holds a
current bachelor’s level license under this act. (Def. added Oct. 22,
2014, P.L.2884, No.179)
“Licensed clinical social worker.” A social worker who holds a current
clinical license under this act.
“Licensed marriage and family therapist.” An individual who
engages in or offers to engage in the practice of marriage and family
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therapy and who holds a current license under this act.
“Licensed professional counselor.” An individual who engages in
the practice of professional counseling and who holds a current license
under this act.
“Licensed social worker.” A social worker who holds a current license
under this act.
“Practice of bachelor social work.” The professional application of
social work theory, knowledge, methods, principles, values and ethics
to restore or enhance social or psychosocial functioning of individuals,
couples, families, groups, organizations and communities. This practice is
basic generalist nonclinical practice that includes interviewing, planning,
intervention, case management, mediation, supportive counseling,
information and referral, problem solving, client education, advocacy,
community organization and the development, implementation and
administration of policies, programs and activities. (Def. added Oct. 22,
2014, P.L.2884, No.179)
“Practice of clinical social work.” Holding oneself out to the public
by any title or description of services incorporating the term “licensed
clinical social worker” or using any words or symbols indicating or tending
to indicate that one is a licensed clinical social worker and under such
description offering to render or rendering a service in which a special
knowledge of social resources, human personality and capabilities
and therapeutic techniques is directed at helping people to achieve
adequate and productive personal, interpersonal and social adjustments
in their individual lives, in their families and in their community. The
term includes person and environment perspectives, systems theory
and cognitive/behavioral theory, to the assessment and treatment of
psychosocial disability and impairment, including mental and emotional
disorders, developmental disabilities and substance abuse. The term
includes the application of social work methods and theory. The term
includes the practice of social work plus additional concentrated training
and study as defined by the board by regulation.
“Practice of marriage and family therapy.” The professional
application of psychotherapeutic and family systems theories and
techniques to the evaluation, assessment and treatment of mental and
emotional disorders, whether cognitive, affective or behavioral. The
term includes the evaluation and assessment of mental and emotional
disorders in the context of significant interpersonal relationships and the
delivery of psychotherapeutic services to individuals, couples, families
and groups for the purpose of treating such disorders.
“Practice of professional counseling.” Includes, to the extent
compatible with a practitioner’s education and professional competence,
all of the following:
(1)

The application of principles and practices of counseling,
mental health and human development to evaluate and
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facilitate human growth and adjustment throughout the life
span and to prevent and treat mental, emotional or behavioral
disorders and associated stresses which interfere with mental
health and normal human growth and development.
(2)

The evaluation and assessment of normal and abnormal
mental, emotional, social, educational, vocational, family
and behavioral functioning throughout the life span;
individual, group, family counseling and psychotherapy; crisis
intervention, career counseling and educational and vocational
counseling; functional assessment of persons with disabilities;
and professional consulting.

(3)

Professional counselors’ utilization of verbal and nonverbal
approaches and specialization in the use of arts- based
therapeutic approaches, such as art, dance, music or drama,
to accomplish treatment objectives.
(Def. amended Feb. 13, 2002, P.L.83, No.4)

“Practice of social work.” Offering to render or rendering a service
in which a special knowledge of social resources, human personality
and capabilities and therapeutic techniques is directed at helping
people to achieve adequate and productive personal, interpersonal and
social adjustments in their individual lives, in their families and in their
community or holding oneself out to the public by any title or description
of services incorporating the term “social worker” or using any words
or symbols indicating or tending to indicate that one is a social worker,
except as otherwise provided by this act. (Def. amended July 9, 2008,
P.L.929, No.68)
“Provisional licensed social worker.” (Def. deleted by amendment
Oct. 22, 2014, P.L.2884, No.179)
“Social worker.” A person who holds a current license under this act or
has received a bachelor’s, master’s or doctoral degree from an accredited
school or program of social work or social welfare. (Def. added July 9,
2008, P.L.929, No.68)
(3 amended Dec. 21, 1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
Compiler’s Note: Section 9 of Act 179 of 2014, which added the defs. of
“licensed bachelor social worker” and “practice of bachelor social work”
and deleted the def. of “provisional licensed social worker,” provided that
the State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family Therapists and
Professional Counselors shall promulgate regulations to carry out Act
179 within 180 days of the effective date of section 9.
Compiler’s Note: Section 4 of Act 68 of 2008, which amended section
3, provided that the State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family
Therapists and Professional Counselors and the Department of Health
shall promulgate regulations to implement the amendment or addition
of sections 3, 10.1 and 20(a.1) within three years of the effective date
of Act 68.
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Section 4. License required.
It shall be unlawful for any person to hold himself or herself forth
as a licensed bachelor social worker, licensed social worker, licensed
clinical social worker, licensed marriage and family therapist or licensed
professional counselor unless he or she shall first have obtained a license
pursuant to this act.
(4 amended Oct. 22, 2014, P.L.2884, No.179)
Compiler’s Note: Section 9 of Act 179 of 2014, which amended section
4, provided that the State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family
Therapists and Professional Counselors shall promulgate regulations to
carry out Act 179 within 180 days of the effective date of section 9.
Section 5. State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family
Therapists and Professional Counselors.
(a)

Creation.--There is hereby created the State Board of Social
Workers, Marriage and Family Therapists and Professional
Counselors, a departmental administrative board in the
Department of State. The board shall consist of 13 members
who are citizens of the United States and who have been
residents of this Commonwealth for a two-year period, two of
whom shall be public members; five of whom shall be licensed
social workers, at least one of whom shall be a licensed clinical
social worker and at least one of whom shall be a licensed
social worker; two of whom shall be licensed marriage and
family therapists; two of whom shall be licensed professional
counselors; one of whom shall be either a licensed marriage
and family therapist or a licensed professional counselor
whose membership shall rotate between those professions at
the expiration of the member’s second term; and one of whom
shall be the Commissioner of Professional and Occupational
Affairs. ((a) amended June 23, 2016, P.L.387, No.54)

(b)

Term of office.--The members shall serve for four-year
terms, except as provided in subsection (c), and shall be
appointed by the Governor by and with the advice and consent
of a majority of the members elected to the Senate. The term
of the licensed professional counselor initially appointed for
a two-year term shall thereafter alternate between licensed
marriage and family therapists and licensed professional
counselors.

(c)

Initial appointments.--Within 90 days of the effective date of
this act, the Governor shall nominate one professional member
to serve as a clinical social worker member of the board; three
professional members to serve as professional counselor
members of the board, one of whom shall serve a two-year
term, one of whom shall serve a three-year term and one of
whom shall serve a four-year term; two professional members
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to serve as the marriage and family therapist members of the
board, one of whom shall serve a two-year term and one of
whom shall serve a four-year term. The professional members
of the board initially appointed pursuant to this subsection
need not be licensed by the licensure examination adopted by
the board but, at the time of appointment, must have satisfied
the education and experience requirements of this act for
licensure as a clinical social worker, a marriage and family
therapist or a professional counselor.
(d)

Continuation in office.--Each board member shall continue
in office until a successor is duly appointed and qualified but
no longer than six months after the expiration of the term. In
the event that a board member shall die, resign or otherwise
become disqualified during the term of office, a successor shall
be appointed in the same way and with the same qualifications
as set forth in this section and shall hold office for the unexpired
portion of the unexpired term.

(e)

Limit on terms.--No board member shall be eligible for
appointment to serve more than two consecutive four-year
terms.

(f)

Forfeiture of membership.--A board member who fails
to attend three consecutive meetings shall forfeit his or her
seat unless the commissioner, upon written request from the
member, finds that the member should be excused from a
meeting because of illness or the death of a family member.

(g)

Compensation.--Each member of the board, except the
commissioner, shall receive per diem compensation at the rate
of $60 per diem when actually attending to the work of the
board. Members shall also receive reasonable traveling, hotel
and other necessary expenses incurred in the performance of
their duties in accordance with Commonwealth regulations.

(h)

Forfeiture for nonattendance.--A public member who
fails to attend two consecutive statutorily mandated training
seminars in accordance with section 813(e) of the act of April
9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Administrative Code
of 1929, shall forfeit his or her seat unless the commissioner,
upon written request from the public member, finds that the
public member should be excused from a meeting because of
illness or the death of a family member.

(i)

Quorum.--A majority of the members of the board serving in
accordance with law shall constitute a quorum for purposes of
conducting the business of the board. Except for temporary
and automatic suspensions under section 11(d) and (e), a
member may not be counted as part of a quorum or vote on
any issue unless he or she is physically in attendance at the
meeting.
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(j)

Meetings.--The board shall meet at least four times a year in
Harrisburg.

(k)

Notice.--Reasonable notice of all meetings shall be given
in conformity with the act of July 3, 1986 (P.L.388, No.84),
known as the Sunshine Act.

(l)

Operating procedures.--The board shall meet within 30
days after the appointment of its new members and set up
operating procedures and develop application forms for
licensing clinical social workers, marriage and family therapists
and professional counselors. It shall be the responsibility of
the board to circulate these forms and educate the public to
the requirements of licensing in order to hold oneself out as a
licensed bachelor social worker, licensed social worker, licensed
clinical social worker, licensed marriage and family therapist or
licensed professional counselor within the Commonwealth. ((l)
amended Oct. 22, 2014, P.L.2884,No.179)

(5 amended Dec. 21, 1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
Compiler’s Note: Section 3 of Act 54 of 2016, which amended subsection
(a), provided that the State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and
Family Therapists and Professional Counselors shall promulgate final
regulations to carry out Act 54. Publication of the final-form regulations
under section 3 shall take place within 18 months of the effective date
of section 3 of Act 54 of 2016.
Compiler’s Note: Section 9 of Act 179 of 2014, which amended
subsection (l), provided that the State Board of Social Workers, Marriage
and Family Therapists and Professional Counselors shall promulgate
regulations to carry out Act 179 within 180 days of the effective date of
section 9.
Section 6. Powers and functions of board.
The board shall have the following powers:
(1)

To pass upon the qualifications and fitness of applicants for
licenses and reciprocal licenses and to adopt and revise rules and
regulations requiring applicants to pass examinations relating to
their qualifications as a prerequisite to the issuance of a license.

(2)

To adopt and, from time to time, revise such rules and
regulations as may be necessary to carry into effect the
provisions of this act. Such regulations may include, but
shall not be limited to, standards of professional practice and
conduct for licensed bachelor social workers, licensed social
workers, licensed clinical social workers, licensed marriage
and family therapists and licensed professional counselors in
Pennsylvania. ((2) amended Oct. 22, 2014, P.L.2884,No.179)

(3)

To examine for, deny, approve, issue, revoke, suspend or
renew licenses of bachelor social workers, social workers,
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clinical social workers, marriage and family therapists and
professional counselors pursuant to this act and to conduct
hearings in connection therewith. ((3) amended Oct. 22,
2014, P.L.2884,No.179)
(4)

To conduct hearings upon complaints concerning violations of
the provisions of this act and the rules and regulations adopted
pursuant to this act and seek the prosecution and enjoinder of
all such violations.

(5)

To expend moneys necessary to the proper carrying out of its
assigned duties.

(6)

To waive examination and grant a license in cases deemed
exceptional by the board and in accordance with regulations
promulgated by the board.

(7)

To submit annually a report to the Professional Licensure
Committee of the House of Representatives and the Consumer
Protection and Professional Licensure Committee of the
Senate containing a description of the types of complaints
received, status of the cases, board action which has been
taken and length of time from the initial complaint to final
board resolution.

(8)

To submit annually to the Appropriations Committees of the
House of Representatives and the Senate, 15 days after the
Governor has submitted his budget to the General Assembly, a
copy of the budget request for the upcoming fiscal year which
the board previously submitted to the Department of State.

(6 amended Dec. 21, 1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
Compiler’s Note: Section 8 of Act 179 of 2014, which amended
pars. (2) and (3), provided that the State Board of Social Workers,
Marriage and Family Therapists and Professional Counselors shall add
licensed bachelor social workers to the licensees who must comply with
regulations governing codes of ethical practice and standards of conduct.
Section 9 of Act 179 provided that the State Board of Social Workers,
Marriage and Family Therapists and Professional Counselors shall
promulgate regulations to carry out Act 179 within 180 days of the
effective date of section 9.
Section 7. Qualifications for license.
(a)

Social work license.--An applicant shall be qualified for a
license to hold oneself out as a licensed social worker, provided
he or she submits proof satisfactory to the board that:
(1)

He or she is of good moral character.

(2)

He or she has received a master’s degree from an
accredited school of social work or social welfare or a
doctoral degree in social work.
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(3)

He or she has passed an examination duly adopted by
the board.

(4)

His or her application has been accompanied by the
application fee.

(5)

He or she has not been convicted of a felony under the
act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as The
Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act,
or of an offense under the laws of another jurisdiction,
which, if committed in this Commonwealth, would be a
felony under The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device
and Cosmetic Act, unless:
(i)

at least ten years have elapsed from the date of
conviction;

(ii) the applicant satisfactorily demonstrates to the
board that he or she has made significant progress
in personal rehabilitation since the conviction,
such that licensure of the applicant should not be
expected to create a substantial risk of harm to the
health and safety of his or her clients or the public or
a substantial risk of further criminal violations;and
(iii) the applicant otherwise satisfies the qualifications
contained in or authorized by this act.
As used in this paragraph, the term “convicted” shall include a
judgment, an admission of guilt or a plea of nolo contendere.
(b)

Provisional social work license.--((b)
amendment Oct. 22, 2014, P.L.2884,No.179)

(c)

Limitation on provisional social work licenses.--((c)
deleted by amendment Oct. 22, 2014, P.L.2884,No.179)

(c.1)

Limitations on bachelor social work license.-- Licensed
bachelor social workers are not qualified to diagnose mental
illness nor provide psychotherapy services, as described in
55 Pa. Code § 1153.52 (relating to payment conditions for
various services). A licensed bachelor social worker must work
under the direction of an individual who is able to supervise
and direct the activities of the licensed bachelor social worker.
Licensed bachelor social workers may not practice in a
private setting, practice independently or engage in clinical
social work practice or hold themselves out as licensed social
workers or licensed clinical social workers. Bachelor social
workers are not permitted to bill a health insurance plan for
services rendered under this license. ((c.1) added Oct. 22,
2014, P.L.2884,No.179)

(d)

Clinical social work license.--An applicant shall be qualified
for a license to hold oneself out as a licensed clinical social
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deleted

by

worker if the applicant submits proof satisfactory to the board
that all of the following apply:
(1)

The applicant is of good moral character.

(2)

The applicant has successfully met both of the following
requirements:
(i)

Holds a master’s degree in social work or social
welfare or a doctoral degree in social work from an
accredited school of social work as recognized by
the board.

(ii) Is licensed under this act as a social worker.
(3)

The applicant has completed at least 3,000 hours of
supervised clinical experience or holds an Academy
of Certified Social Workers certificate issued prior to
January 1, 2001, by the National Association of Social
Workers or otherwise meets the supervision expectation
in a fashion acceptable to the board as determined by
regulation after completion of the master’s degree in
social work.

(4)

The applicant has passed a clinical
examination adopted by the board.

(5)

The applicant has submitted an application accompanied
by the application fee.

(6)

The applicant has not been convicted of a felony under
The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic
Act or of an offense under the laws of another jurisdiction
which, if committed in this Commonwealth, would be a
felony under The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device
and Cosmetic Act unless:
(i)

social

work

at least ten years have elapsed from the date of
conviction;

(ii) the applicant satisfactorily demonstrated to the board
that the applicant has made significant progress in
personal rehabilitation since the conviction such that
licensure of the applicant should not be expected to
create a substantial risk of harm to the health and
safety of clients or the public or a substantial risk of
further criminal violations; and
(iii) the applicant otherwise satisfies the qualifications
contained in or authorized by this act.
As used in this paragraph, the term “convicted” includes a
judgment, an admission of guilt or a plea of nolo contendere.
((d) amended March 14, 2012, P.L.191, No.17)
(e)

Marriage and family therapist license.--An applicant shall
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be qualified to hold oneself out as a licensed marriage and
family therapist if the applicant submits proof satisfactory to
the board that all of the following apply:
(1)

The applicant is of good moral character.

(2)

The applicant has successfully met one of the following
educational requirements:
(i)

Has successfully completed a planned program of
60 semester hours or 90 quarter hours of graduate
coursework which is closely related to marriage and
family therapy, including a master’s degree granted
on or before June 30, 2009, in marriage and family
therapy from an accredited educational institution
or a master’s degree granted on or before June 30,
2009, in a field determined by the board by regulation
to be closely related to the practice of marriage
and family therapy from an accredited educational
institution, with graduate level coursework in
marriage and family therapy acceptable to the
board from an accredited educational institution or
from a program recognized by a national accrediting
agency.

(ii) Has successfully completed a planned program of
60 semester hours or 90 quarter hours of graduate
coursework which is closely related to marriage
and family therapy, including a 48-semester-hour
or 72-quarter-hour master’s degree in marriage
and family therapy from an accredited educational
institution or a 48-semester-hour or 72-quarterhour master’s degree in a field determined by the
board by regulation to be closely related to the
practice of marriage and family therapy from an
accredited educational institution, with graduate
level coursework in marriage and family therapy
acceptable to the board from an accredited
educational institution or from a program recognized
by a national accrediting agency.
(iii) holds a doctoral degree in marriage and family
therapy from an accredited educational institution
or holds a doctoral degree in a field determined
by the board by regulation to be closely related
to the practice of marriage and family therapy
from an accredited educational institution with
graduate level coursework in marriage and family
therapy acceptable to the board from an accredited
educational institution or from a program recognized
by a national accrediting agency.
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(3)

The applicant has complied
requirement as follows:
(i)

with

the

experience

An individual meeting the educational requirements
of paragraph (2)(i) or (ii) must have completed at
least 3,000 hours of supervised clinical experience,
acceptable to the board as determined by regulation,
obtained after the completion of 48 semester hours
or 72 quarter hours of graduate coursework.

(ii) An individual meeting the educational requirements
of paragraph (2)(iii) must have completed at least
2,400 hours of supervised clinical experience,
acceptable to the board as determined by regulation,
1,200 hours of which was obtained subsequent to
the granting of the doctoral degree.
(4)

The applicant has passed an examination adopted by
the board.

(5)

The application has been accompanied by the application
fee.

(6)

The applicant has not been convicted of a felony under
The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic
Act or of an offense under the laws of another jurisdiction
which if committed in this Commonwealth would be a
felony under the Controlled Substance, Drug, Device
and Cosmetic Act unless:
(i)

at least ten years have elapsed from the date of
conviction;

(ii) the applicant satisfactorily demonstrates to the board
that the applicant has made significant progress in
personal rehabilitation since the conviction such that
licensure of the applicant should not be expected to
create a substantial risk of harm to the health and
safety of clients or the public or a substantial risk of
further criminal violation; and
(iii) the applicant otherwise satisfies the qualifications
contained in or authorized by this act.
As used in this paragraph, the term “convicted” includes a
judgment, an admission of guilt or a plea of nolo contendere.
((e) amended March 14, 2012, P.L.191, No.17)
(f)

Professional counselors license.--An applicant is qualified
for a license to hold oneself out as a licensed professional
counselor if the applicant submits proof satisfactory to the
board that all of the following apply:
(1)

The applicant is of good moral character.
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(2)

The applicant has successfully met one of the following
educational requirements:
(i)

Has successfully completed a planned program of
60 semester hours or 90 quarter hours of graduate
coursework in counseling or a field determined by the
board by regulation to be closely related to the practice
of professional counseling, including a master’s degree
granted on or before June 30, 2009, in counseling
or a field determined by the board by regulation
to be closely related to the practice of professional
counseling, from an accredited educational institution.

(ii) Has successfully completed a planned program of
60 semester hours or 90 quarter hours of graduate
coursework in counseling or a field determined by
the board by regulation to be closely related to the
practice of professional counseling, including a 48semester-hour or 72-quarter-hour master’s degree
in counseling or a field determined by the board
by regulation to be closely related to the practice
of professional counseling, from an accredited
educational institution.
(iii) Holds a doctoral degree in counseling from an
accredited educational institution or holds a
doctoral degree in a field determined by the board
by regulation to be closely related to the practice
of professional counseling from an accredited
educational institution.
(3)

The applicant has complied
requirements as follows:
(i)

with

the

experience

An individual meeting the educational requirements
of paragraph (2)(i) or (ii) must have completed at
least 3,000 hours of supervised clinical experience,
acceptable to the board as determined by regulation,
obtained after the completion of 48 semester hours
or 72 quarter hours of graduate coursework.

(ii) An individual meeting the educational requirements
of paragraph (2)(iii) must have completed at least
2,400 hours of supervised clinical experience,
acceptable to the board as determined by regulation,
1,200 hours of which was obtained subsequent to
the granting of the doctoral degree.
(4)

The applicant has passed an examination adopted by
the board.

(5)

The application has been accompanied by the application
fee.
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(6)

The applicant has not been convicted of a felony under
The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic
Act or of an offense under the laws of another jurisdiction
which if committed in this Commonwealth would be a
felony under the Controlled Substance, Drug, Device
and Cosmetic Act unless:
(i)

at least ten years have elapsed from the date of
conviction;

(ii) the applicant satisfactorily demonstrates to the board
that the applicant has made significant progress in
personal rehabilitation since the conviction such that
licensure of the applicant should not be expected to
create a substantial risk of harm to the health and
safety of clients or the public or a substantial risk of
further criminal violations; and
(iii) the applicant otherwise satisfies the qualifications
contained in or authorized by this act.
As used in this paragraph, the term “convicted” includes a
judgment, an admission of guilt or a plea of nolo contendere.
((f) amended March 14, 2012, P.L.191, No.17)
(g)

Bachelor social work license.--An applicant shall be
qualified for a license to hold oneself out as a licensed bachelor
social worker if the applicant submits proof satisfactory to the
board that:
(1)

The applicant is of good moral character.

(2)

The applicant has received a bachelor’s degree from an
accredited program of social work or social welfare.

(3)

The applicant has passed an examination duly adopted
by the board.

(4)

The applicant has submitted an application accompanied
by the application fee.

(5)

The applicant has not been convicted of a felony under
The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic
Act, or of an offense under the laws of another
jurisdiction, which, if committed in this Commonwealth,
would be a felony under The Controlled Substance,
Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act, unless:
(i)

at least ten years have elapsed from the date of
conviction;

(ii) the applicant satisfactorily demonstrates to the
board that the applicant has made significant
progress in personal rehabilitation since the
conviction, such that licensure of the applicant
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should not be expected to create a substantial risk
of harm to the health and safety of the applicant’s
clients or the public or a substantial risk of further
criminal violations; and
(iii) the applicant otherwise satisfies the qualifications
contained in or authorized by this act.
As used in this paragraph, the term “convicted” shall include a
judgment, an admission of guilt or a plea of nolo contendere.
((g) added Oct. 22, 2014, P.L.2884, No.179) (7 amended Dec. 21,
1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
Compiler’s Note: Section 9 of Act 179 of 2014, which deleted subsecs.
(b) and (c) and added subsecs. (c.1) and (g), provided that the State
Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family Therapists and Professional
Counselors shall promulgate regulations to carry out Act 179 within 180
days of the effective date of section 9.
Section 8. Procedures for licensing.
(a)

Affidavit required.--Each application form for an applicant
submitted to the board for examination or licensure shall have
attached as part of the form an affidavit or affirmation for the
applicant to complete as to the veracity of the information on
the application.

(b)

Issuance of license.--The board shall issue to each person
who meets the licensure requirements of this act a certificate
setting forth that such person is licensed to hold himself or
herself out as a licensed bachelor social worker, a licensed
social worker, a licensed clinical social worker, a licensed
marriage and family therapist or a licensed professional
counselor. ((b) amended Oct. 22, 2014, P.L.2884, No.179)

(8 amended Dec. 21, 1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
Compiler’s Note: Section 9 of Act 179 of 2014, which amended subsec.
(b), provided that the State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family
Therapists and Professional Counselors shall promulgate regulations to
carry out Act 179 within 180 days of the effective date of section 9.
Section 9. Exemption from licensure examination.
(a)

Clinical social worker.--The requirements of section 7(d)
(4) shall not apply and a license shall be issued without
examination to an applicant who meets all of the following
requirements:
(1)

Has submitted an application for a clinical social worker
license, accompanied by the required fee, within four
years after the effective date of this paragraph.

(2)

Is licensed under this act as a social worker.

(3)

Can demonstrate proof of practice of clinical social work
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for at least five of the seven years immediately prior to
the date of application for license.
(4)

Has successfully met one of the following educational
requirements:
(i)

Has a doctoral degree in social work from an
accredited educational institution.

(ii) Has a master’s degree in social work of at least 48
credit hours with a specialty in direct practice social
work from an accredited educational institution.
(iii) Has a master’s degree in social work of at least
48 credit hours with a specialty other than direct
practice social work and has taken either 12
additional credit hours of graduate study in direct
practice social work or has within the past ten years
completed sufficient continuing education in courses
satisfactory to the board to equal 12 credit hours at
a ratio of 15 continuing education hours equaling
one credit hour.
(5)

(b)

Can demonstrate holding a current professional
certification in clinical social work and having passed
a national certification examination in clinical social
work administered by a nationally recognized
credentialing agency approved by the board. If passing
an examination was not a prerequisite for obtaining
professional certification, an applicant must demonstrate
to the board that certification was obtained pursuant to
meeting certification criteria satisfactory to the board.

Marriage and family therapists.--The requirements of
section 7(e)(4) shall not apply and a license shall be issued
without examination to an applicant who meets all of the
following requirements:
(1)

Has submitted an application for a marriage and
family therapist license, accompanied by the required
fee, within four years after the effective date of this
paragraph.

(2)

Is a resident of this Commonwealth.

(3)

Can demonstrate proof of practice of marriage and family
therapy for at least five of the seven years immediately
prior to the date of application for license.

(4)

Has successfully met one of the following educational
requirements:
(i)

Has a doctoral degree in marriage and family therapy
or in a field determined by the board by regulation
to be closely related to the practice of marriage
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and family therapy from an accredited educational
institution with graduate level coursework in marriage
and family therapy acceptable to the board.
(ii) Has a master’s degree of at least 48 semester hours
or 72 quarter hours in marriage and family therapy
or in a field determined by the board by regulation
to be closely related to the practice of marriage
and family therapy from an accredited educational
institution with graduate level coursework in
marriage and family therapy acceptable to the
board.
(iii) Has a master’s degree of less than 48 semester
hours or 72 quarter hours but not less than 30
semester hours or 45 quarter hours in marriage
and family therapy or in a field determined by the
board by regulation to be closely related to the
practice of marriage and family therapy from an
accredited educational institution with graduate
level coursework in marriage and family therapy
acceptable to the board and has within the past
ten years completed sufficient continuing education
satisfactory to the board to equal the number of
hours needed to achieve a total of 48 semester
hours or 72 quarter hours at a ratio of 15 continuing
education hours equaling one semester hour. ((iii)
amended Dec. 9, 2002, P.L.1410,No.177)
(5)

(c)

Can demonstrate holding a current professional
certification in marriage and family therapy and having
passed an examination in marriage and family therapy
approved by the board.

Professional counselors.--The requirements of section
7(f)(4) shall not apply and a license shall be issued without
examination to an applicant who meets all of the following
requirements:
(1)

Has submitted an application for a professional counselor
license, accompanied by the required fee, within four
years after the effective date of this paragraph.

(2)

Is a resident of this Commonwealth.

(3)

Can demonstrate proof of practice of professional
counseling for at least five of the seven years immediately
prior to the date of application for license.

(4)

Has successfully met one of the following educational
requirements:
(i)

Has a doctoral degree in professional counseling
or a field determined by the board by regulation
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to be closely related to the practice of professional
counseling from an accredited educational institution.
(ii) Has a master’s degree of at least 48 semester hours or
72 quarter hours in professional counseling or a field
determined by the board by regulation to be closely
related to the practice of professional counseling
from an accredited educational institution.
(iii) Has a master’s degree of less than 48 semester
hours or 72 quarter hours but not less than 30
semester hours or 45 quarter hours in professional
counseling or a field determined by the board by
regulation to be closely related to the practice of
professional counseling and has within the past ten
years completed sufficient continuing education
satisfactory to the board to equal the number of
hours needed to achieve a total of 48 semester
hours or 72 quarter hours at a ratio of 15 continuing
education hours equaling one semester hour. ((iii)
amended Dec. 9, 2002, P.L.1410,No.177)
(5)

Can demonstrate holding a current professional
certification in professional counseling and having passed
a national certification examination in professional
counseling administered by a nationally recognized
credentialing agency approved by the board.

(9 amended Feb. 13, 2002, P.L.83, No.4)
Section 9.1 Examinations.
The board shall contract with a professional testing organization for
the examination of qualified applicants for licensure. All written, oral
and practical examinations shall be prepared and administered by a
qualified and approved professional testing organization in the manner
prescribed for written examinations by section 812.1 of the act of April
9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Administrative Code of 1929.
(9.1 added Dec. 21, 1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
Section 10. Reciprocity.
The board shall have the power to grant a reciprocal license to an applicant
who is licensed or certified as a bachelor social worker, social worker,
clinical social worker, marriage and family therapist or professional
counselor in another state and has demonstrated qualifications which
equal or exceed those required pursuant to this act in the determination
of the board, provided that no license shall be granted under this section
to an applicant unless the state in which the applicant is licensed affords
reciprocal treatment to persons who are residents of this Commonwealth
and who are licensed pursuant to this act.
(10 amended Oct. 22, 2014, P.L.2884, No.179)
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Compiler’s Note: Section 9 of Act 179 of 2014, which amended section
10, provided that the State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family
Therapists and Professional Counselors shall promulgate regulations to
carry out Act 179 within 180 days of the effective date of section 9.
Section 10.1. Endorsement of out-of-State licenses.
(a)

Clinical social work license.--The board may issue a clinical
social work license without examination to an applicant holding
a clinical social work license in another state who submits
proof satisfactory to the board of all of the following:
(1)

The applicant is of good moral character.

(2)

The applicant holds a master’s degree in social work or
social welfare or a doctoral degree in social work from
an accredited school of social work as recognized by the
board and has passed a clinical social work examination
acceptable to the board.

(3)

The applicant holds a clinical social work license that is
in good standing from another state.

(4)

The applicant has completed a minimum of 3,000 hours
of supervised clinical experience acceptable to the board.

(5)

The applicant has submitted an application accompanied
by the application fee.

(6)

The applicant has not been convicted of a felony under
the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as
The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic
Act,or an offense under the laws of another jurisdiction,
which, if committed in this Commonwealth, would be a
felony under The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device
and Cosmetic Act, unless:
(i)

at least ten years have elapsed from the date of
conviction;

(ii) the applicant satisfactorily demonstrates to the board
that the applicant has made significant progress in
personal rehabilitation since the conviction such that
licensure of the applicant should not be expected to
create a substantial risk of harm to the health and
safety of the applicant’s clients or the public or a
substantial risk of further criminal violation; and
(iii) the applicant otherwise satisfies the qualifications
contained in or authorized by this act.
As used in this paragraph, the term “convicted” includes a
judgment, an admission of guilt or a plea of nolo contendere.
(b)

Marriage and family therapist license.--The board may issue
a marriage and family therapist license without examination to
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an applicant holding a marriage and family therapist license in
another state who submits proof satisfactory to the board of
all of the following:
(1)

The applicant is of good moral character.

(2)

The applicant meets the educational requirements as
specified in section 7(e)(2).

(3)

The applicant has completed a minimum of 3,000 hours
of supervised clinical experience acceptable to the
board.

(4)

The applicant holds a marriage and family therapy
license that is in good standing from another state.

(5)

The applicant has, at a minimum, been actively engaged
in the practice of marriage and family therapy for five
of the last seven years immediately preceding the filing
of the application for licensure by endorsement with the
board.

(6)

The applicant has submitted an application accompanied
by the application fee.

(7)

The applicant has not been convicted of a felony under
The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic
Act, or of an offense under the laws of another
jurisdiction, which, if committed in this Commonwealth,
would be a felony under The Controlled Substance,
Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act, unless:
(i)

at least ten years have elapsed from the date of
conviction;

(ii) the applicant satisfactorily demonstrates to the
board that the applicant has made significant
progress in personal rehabilitation since the
conviction, such that licensure of the applicant
should not be expected to create a substantial risk
of harm to the health and safety of the applicant’s
clients or the public or a substantial risk of further
criminal violation;and
(iii) the applicant otherwise satisfies the qualifications
contained in or authorized by this act.
As used in this paragraph, the term “convicted” shall include a
judgment, admission of guilt or a plea of nolo contendere.
(c)

Professional counselor license.--The board may issue
a professional counselor license without examination to an
applicant holding a professional counselor license in another
state who submits proof satisfactory to the board of all of the
following:
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(1)

The applicant is of good moral character.

(2)

The applicant meets the educational requirements as
specified in section 7(f)(2).

(3)

The applicant has completed a minimum of 3,000 hours
of supervised clinical experience acceptable to the
board.

(4)

The applicant holds a professional counselor license that
is in good standing from another state.

(5)

The applicant has, at a minimum, been actively engaged
in the practice of professional counselor work for five of
the last seven years immediately preceding the filing of
the application for licensure by endorsement with the
board.

(6)

The applicant has submitted an application accompanied
by the application fee.

(7)

The applicant has not been convicted of a felony under
The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic
Act, or of an offense under the laws of another
jurisdiction, which, if committed in this Commonwealth,
would be a felony under The Controlled Substance,
Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act,unless:
(i)

at least ten years have elapsed from the date of
conviction;

(ii) the applicant satisfactorily demonstrates to the
board that the applicant has made significant
progress in personal rehabilitation since the
conviction, such that licensure of the applicant
should not be expected to create a substantial risk
of harm to the health and safety of the applicant’s
clients or the public or a substantial risk of further
criminal violations;and
(iii) the applicant otherwise satisfies the qualifications
contained in or authorized by this act.
As used in this paragraph, the term “convicted” shall include a
judgment, admission of guilt or a plea of nolo contendere.
(10.1 added July 9, 2008, P.L.929, No.68)
Compiler’s Note: Section 4 of Act 68 of 2008, which added section
10.1, provided that the State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and
Family Therapists and Professional Counselors and the Department
of Health shall promulgate regulations to implement the amendment
or addition of sections 3, 10.1 and 20(a.1) within three years of the
effective date of Act 68.
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Section 11. Refusal, suspension and revocation of licenses.
(a)

Grounds.--The board may refuse, suspend, revoke, limit
or restrict a license or reprimand a licensee for any of the
following:
(1)

Being convicted of a felony or a crime of moral turpitude
in any state or Federal court or being convicted of the
equivalent of a felony in any foreign country, territory
or possession. As used in this paragraph, the term
“convicted” includes a finding or verdict of guilt, an
admission of guilt or a plea of nolo contendere or
receiving probation without verdict, disposition in lieu
of trial or an accelerated rehabilitative disposition in the
disposition of felony charges.

(2)

Being found guilty of immoral or unprofessional conduct.
Unprofessional conduct shall include any departure from
or failure to conform to the standards of acceptable
and prevailing practice. In proceedings based on this
paragraph, actual injury to the client need not be
established.

(3)

Violating standards of professional practice or conduct
adopted by the board.

(4)

Presenting false credentials or documents or making a
false statement of fact in support of his or her application
for a license.

(5)

Submitting a false or deceptive biennial renewal to the
board.

(6)

Having a license suspended, revoked or refused or
receiving other disciplinary action by the proper licensing
authority of any other state, territory, possession or
country.

(7)

Violating a regulation promulgated by the board,
including, but not limited to, standards of professional
practice and conduct, or violating an order of the board
previously entered in a disciplinary proceeding.

(8)

Being unable to practice with reasonable skill and safety
by reason of illness, drunkenness, excessive use of
drugs, narcotics, chemicals or any other type of material,
or as a result of any mental or physical condition. In
enforcing this paragraph, the board shall, upon probable
cause, have authority to compel a licensee to submit to a
mental or physical examination by a physician approved
by the board. Failure of a licensee to submit to such
examination when directed by the board, unless such
failure is due to circumstances beyond his or her control,
shall constitute an admission of the allegations against
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him or her, consequent upon which a default and final
order may be entered without the taking of testimony or
presentation of evidence. A licensee affected under this
paragraph shall at reasonable intervals, as determined
by the board, be afforded an opportunity to demonstrate
that he or she can resume competent practice with
reasonable skill and safety.
(b)

Board action.--When the board finds that the license or
application for license of any person may be refused, revoked,
restricted or suspended under the terms of subsection (a), the
board may:
(1)

Deny the application for a license.

(2)

Administer a public reprimand.

(3)

Revoke, suspend, limit or otherwise restrict a license as
determined by the board.

(4)

Require a licensee to submit to the care, counseling or
treatment of a physician designated by the board.

(5)

Suspend enforcement of its findings thereof and place
a licensee on probation with the right to vacate the
probationary order for noncompliance.

(6)

Restore a suspended license and impose any disciplinary
or corrective measure which it might originally have
imposed.

(c)

Hearing.--All actions of the board shall be taken subject to
the right of notice, hearing and adjudication and the right of
appeal therefrom in accordance with Title 2 of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes (relating to administrative law and
procedure).

(d)

Temporary suspension.--The board shall temporarily
suspend a license under circumstances as determined by
the board to be an immediate and clear danger to the public
health and safety. The board shall issue an order to that
effect without a hearing, but upon due notice to the licensee
concerned at his or her last known address, which shall include
a written statement of all allegations against the licensee.
The provisions of subsection (c) shall not apply to temporary
suspension. The board shall thereupon commence formal
action to suspend, revoke or restrict the license of the person
concerned as otherwise provided for in this act. All actions
shall be taken promptly and without delay. Within 30 days
following the issuance of an order temporarily suspending a
license, the board shall conduct, or cause to be conducted,
a preliminary hearing to determine that there is a prima
facie case supporting the suspension. The licensee whose
license has been temporarily suspended may be present at
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the preliminary hearing and may be represented by counsel,
cross-examine witnesses, inspect physical evidence, call
witnesses, offer evidence and testimony and make a record
of the proceedings. If it is determined that there is not a
prima facie case, the suspended license shall be immediately
restored. The temporary suspension shall remain in effect
until vacated by the board, but in no event longer than 180
days.
(e)

Automatic suspension.--A license issued under this act shall
automatically be suspended upon the legal commitment of a
licensee to an institution because of mental incompetence from
any cause upon filing with the board of a certified copy of such
commitment, conviction of a felony under the act of April 14,
1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as The Controlled Substance,
Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act, or conviction of an offense
under the laws of another jurisdiction, which, if committed in
this Commonwealth, would be a felony under The Controlled
Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act. As used in this
section, the term “conviction” shall include a judgment, an
admission of guilt or a plea of nolo contendere. Automatic
suspension under this section shall not be stayed pending an
appeal or conviction. Restoration of such license shall be made
as provided in this act for revocation or suspension of such
license.

(11 amended Dec. 21, 1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
Section 12. Reinstatement of license.
Unless ordered to do so by Commonwealth Court or an appeal therefrom,
the board shall not reinstate the license of a person to practice as a
bachelor social worker, social worker, clinical social worker, marriage
and family therapist or professional counselor pursuant to this act,
which has been revoked. Any person whose license has been revoked
may apply for reinstatement, after a period of at least five years, but
must meet all of the licensing qualifications of this act, including the
examination requirement, if he or she desires to practice as a bachelor
social worker, social worker, clinical social worker, marriage and family
therapist or professional counselor pursuant to this act at any time after
such revocation.
(12 amended Oct. 22, 2014, P.L.2884, No.179)
Compiler’s Note: Section 9 of Act 179 of 2014, which amended section
12, provided that the State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family
Therapists and Professional Counselors shall promulgate regulations to
carry out Act 179 within 180 days of the effective date of section 9.
Section 13. Reporting of multiple licensure.
Any licensee of the board who is also licensed to practice in any other
state, territory or country shall report this information to the board on
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the biennial renewal application. Any disciplinary action taken in any
other state, territory or country shall be reported to the board on the
biennial renewal application, or within 90 days of disposition, whichever
is sooner. Multiple licensure shall be noted by the board on the licensee’s
record, and such state, territory or country shall be notified by the
board of any disciplinary actions taken against said licensee in this
Commonwealth.
(13 amended Dec. 21, 1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
Section 14. Surrender of suspended or revoked license.
The board shall require a person whose license or registration has
been suspended or revoked to return the license or registration in such
manner as the board directs. Failure to do so shall be a misdemeanor of
the third degree.
Section 15. Impaired professional.
(a)

Appointment of professional consultant.--The board,with
the approval of the commissioner, shall appoint and fix the
compensation of a professional consultant who is a licensee
of the board, or such other professional as the board may
determine with education and experience in the identification,
treatment and rehabilitation of persons with physical or
mental impairments. Such consultant shall be accountable to
the board and shall act as a liaison between the board and
treatment programs, such as alcohol and drug treatment
programs licensed by the Department of Health, psychological
counseling and impaired professional support groups, which
are approved by the board and which provide services to
licensees under this act.

(b)

Subsequent action by board.--The board may defer and
ultimately dismiss any of the types of corrective action set
forth in this act for an impaired professional so long as the
professional is progressing satisfactorily in an approved
treatment program, provided that the provisions of this
subsection shall not apply to a professional convicted of a
felonious act prohibited by the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233,
No.64), known as The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and
Cosmetic Act, or convicted of, pleaded guilty to, or entered
a plea of nolo contendere to a felony relating to a controlled
substance in a court of law of the United States or any other
state, territory or country. An approved program provider shall,
upon request, disclose to the consultant such information in its
possession regarding any impaired professional in treatment
which the program provider is not prohibited from disclosing
by an act of this Commonwealth, another state or the United
States. Such requirement of disclosure by an approved program
provider shall apply in the case of impaired professionals who
enter an agreement in accordance with this section, impaired
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professionals who are the subject of a board investigation
or disciplinary proceeding and impaired professionals who
voluntarily enter a treatment program other than under the
provisions of this section but who fail to complete the program
successfully or to adhere to an aftercare plan developed by
the program provider.
(c)

Agreement.--An impaired professional who enrolls in an
approved treatment program shall enter into an agreement
with the board under which the professional’s license shall be
suspended or revoked, but enforcement of the suspension or
revocation may be stayed for the length of time the professional
remains in the program and makes satisfactory progress,
complies with the terms of the agreement and adheres to
any limitations on his or her practice imposed by the board
to protect the public. Failure to enter into such an agreement
shall disqualify the professional from the impaired professional
program and shall activate an immediate investigation and
disciplinary proceeding by the board.

(d)

Report by provider.--If, in the opinion of the consultant
after consultation with the provider, an impaired professional
who is enrolled in an approved treatment program has not
progressed satisfactorily, the consultant shall disclose to the
board all information in his or her possession relevant to the
issue of impairment regarding said professional, and the board
shall institute proceedings to determine if the stay of the
enforcement of the suspension or revocation of the impaired
professional’s license shall be vacated.

(e)

Immunity.--An approved program provider who makes a
disclosure pursuant to this section shall not be subject to civil
liability for such disclosure or its consequences.

(f)

Reports by others.--Any hospital or health care facility, peer
or colleague who has substantial evidence that a professional
has an active addictive disease for which the professional is
not receiving treatment, is diverting a controlled substance or
is mentally or physically incompetent to carry out the duties
of his or her license shall make or cause to be made a report
to the board, provided that any person or facility who acts
in a treatment capacity to an impaired professional in an
approved treatment program is exempt from the mandatory
reporting requirement of this subsection. Any person or facility
who reports pursuant to this section in good faith and without
malice shall be immune from any civil or criminal liability
arising from such report. Failure to provide such report within
a reasonable time from receipt of knowledge of impairment
shall subject the person or facility to a fine not to exceed
$1,000. The board shall levy this penalty only after affording
the accused party the opportunity for a hearing, as provided
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in Title 2 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes (relating
to administrative law and procedure).
Section 16. Restrictions on the use of title “Licensed Social
Worker.”
Only individuals who have received licenses as licensed social workers
under this act may style themselves as licensed social workers and
use the letters “L.S.W.” in connection with their names, and it shall be
unlawful for an individual to style himself or herself as a licensed social
worker or use any words or symbols indicating or tending to indicate
that he or she is a licensed social worker without holding a license in
good standing under this act.
(16 amended Dec. 21, 1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
Section 16.1. Restriction on the use of title “Licensed Clinical
Social Worker.”
Only individuals who have received licenses as licensed clinical social
workers under this act may style themselves as licensed clinical social
workers and use the letters “L.C.S.W.” in connection with their names.
It shall be unlawful for an individual to style oneself as a licensed clinical
social worker or use any words or symbols indicating or tending to
indicate that the individual is a licensed clinical social worker without
holding a license in good standing under this act.
(16.1 added Dec. 21, 1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
Section 16.2. Restriction on the use of title “Licensed Marriage
and Family Therapist,” “Marriage and Family Therapist” and
related titles.
(a)

General rule.--Only individuals who have received licenses
as marriage and family therapists under this act may style
themselves as licensed marriage and family therapists,
marriage and family therapists, family therapists, marriage
therapists or couples therapists and use the letters “L.M.F.T.”
or “M.F.T.” in connection with their names. It shall be unlawful
for an individual to style oneself as a licensed marriage
and family therapist, marriage and family therapist, family
therapist, marriage therapist or couples therapist or use any
words or symbols indicating or tending to indicate that the
individual is a licensed marriage and family therapist without
being licensed as a marriage and family therapist in good
standing under this act.

(b)

Nonapplicability.--This section shall not apply to the
following:
(1)

A person employed by the Commonwealth in a marriage
and family therapist position on the effective date of
this subsection, during the time of employment by the
Commonwealth.
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(2)

A person employed as a school marriage and
family therapist in a public or private school in this
Commonwealth on or before the effective date of this
subsection, during the time of employment as a school
marriage and family therapist.

(3)

A person who holds a valid license or is certified or
regulated pursuant to another professional licensure law
or State certification of this Commonwealth and who is
credentialed by the American Association of Marriage
and Family Therapists as a Clinical Fellow.

(4)

A person who is working to meet the supervised
experience requirement to become a licensed marriage
and family therapist and whose duties are supervised by
a licensed marriage and family therapist or other licensed
mental health professional, as long as the person does
not represent himself or herself as a licensed marriage
and family therapist.

(5)

A person who is a student of marriage and family
therapy and is enrolled in a prescribed course of study
at an accredited educational institution, so long as
the person does not represent himself or herself as a
licensed marriage and family therapist.

(6)

A person who provides faith-based marriage, family or
couples therapy, provided the person clearly identifies
he or she offers faith-based services and does not
represent himself or herself as a licensed marriage and
family therapist.

(16.2 amended June 23, 2016, P.L.387, No.54)
Compiler’s Note: Section 3 of Act 54 of 2016, which amended section
16.2, provided that the State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and
Family Therapists and Professional Counselors shall promulgate final
regulations to carry out Act 54. Publication of the final-form regulations
under section 3 shall take place within 18 months of the effective date
of section 3 of Act 54 of 2016.
Section 16.3. Restriction on the use of title “Licensed Professional
Counselor.”
Only individuals who have received licenses as licensed professional
counselors under this act may style themselves as licensed professional
counselors and use the letters “L.P.C.” in connection with their names.
It shall be unlawful for an individual to style oneself as a licensed
professional counselor or use any words or symbols indicating or tending
to indicate that the individual is a licensed professional counselor without
holding a license in good standing under this act.
(16.3 added Dec. 21, 1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
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Section 16.4. Restrictions on use of title “Licensed Bachelor
Social Worker.”
Only individuals who have received licenses as licensed bachelor social
workers under this act may style themselves as licensed bachelor social
workers and use the letters “L.B.S.W.” in connection with their names,
and it shall be unlawful for an individual to style himself or herself as a
licensed bachelor social worker or use any words or symbols indicating
or tending to indicate that the individual is a licensed bachelor social
worker without holding a license in good standing under this act.
(16.4 added Oct. 22, 2014, P.L.2884, No.179)
Compiler’s Note: Section 9 of Act 179 of 2014, which added section
16.4, provided that the State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and
Family Therapists and Professional Counselors shall promulgate
regulations to carry out Act 179 within 180 days of the effective date of
section 9.
Section 17. Penalties.
(a)

Criminal penalties.--A person who violates this act commits
a misdemeanor of the third degree and shall, upon conviction,
be sentenced to pay a fine of up to $1,000 or to imprisonment
for not more than 90 days, or both.

(b)

Civil penalty.--In addition to any other civil remedy or
criminal penalty provided for in this act, the board, by a vote
of the majority of the maximum number of the authorized
membership of the board as provided by law, or by a vote of
the majority of the duly qualified and confirmed membership
or a minimum of three members, whichever is greater, may
levy a civil penalty of up to $10,000 on any current licensee
who violates any provision of this act or on any person who
holds himself or herself out as a licensed bachelor social
worker, licensed social worker, licensed clinical social worker,
licensed marriage and family therapist, licensed professional
counselor or marriage and family therapist without being so
licensed pursuant to this act. The board shall levy this penalty
only after affording the accused party the opportunity for a
hearing, as provided in Title 2 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes (relating to administrative law and procedure). ((b)
amended June 23, 2016, P.L.387,No.54)

(c)

Disposition.--All fines and civil penalties imposed in
accordance with this section shall be paid into the Professional
Licensure Augmentation Account.

Compiler’s Note: Section 3 of Act 54 of 2016, which amended subsection
(b), provided that the State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and
Family Therapists and Professional Counselors shall promulgate final
regulations to carry out Act 54. Publication of the final-form regulations
under section 3 shall take place within 18 months of the effective date
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of section 3 of Act 54 of 2016.
Compiler’s Note: Section 9 of Act 179 of 2014, which amended subsec.
(b), provided that the State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family
Therapists and Professional Counselors shall promulgate regulations to
carry out Act 179 within 180 days of the effective date of section 9.
Compiler’s Note: Section 3 of Act 25 of 2009, which amended section
5 of the act of July 2, 1993 (P.L.345, No.49), provided that section 17(b)
is repealed insofar as it is inconsistent with the amendment of section 5.
Section 18. License renewal; records and fees.
(a)

Renewal term.--Renewal of license shall be on a biennial
basis. The board may by regulation require evidence of
professional activity or continuing education as a condition of
license renewal. No credit shall be given for any course in
office management or practice building.

(b)

Records.--A record of all persons licensed to practice as
bachelor social workers, social workers, clinical social workers,
marriage and family therapists and professional counselors in
Pennsylvania shall be kept in the office of the board and shall
be open to public inspection and copying upon payment of a
nominal fee for copying the record. ((b) amended Oct. 22,
2014, P.L.2884,No.179)

(c)

Fees.-(1)

All fees required pursuant to this act shall be fixed by
the board by regulation and shall be subject to the
act of June 25, 1982 (P.L.633, No.181), known as the
Regulatory Review Act. If the revenues raised by fees,
fines and civil penalties imposed pursuant to this act
are not sufficient to meet expenditures over a two-year
period, the board shall increase those fees by regulation
so that the projected revenues will meet or exceed
projected expenditures.

(2)

If the Bureau of Professional and Occupational Affairs
determines that the fees established by the board
pursuant to paragraph (1) are inadequate to meet the
minimum enforcement efforts required by this act, then
the bureau, after consultation with the board and subject
to the Regulatory Review Act, shall increase the fees by
regulation in an amount so that adequate revenues are
raised to meet the required enforcement effort.

(18 amended Dec. 21, 1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
Compiler’s Note: Section 9 of Act 179 of 2014, which amended subsec.
(b), provided that the State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family
Therapists and Professional Counselors shall promulgate regulations to
carry out Act 179 within 180 days of the effective date of section 9.

31

Section 19. Subpoenas.
(a)

Power to issue.--The board shall have the authority to
issue subpoenas, upon application of an attorney responsible
for representing the Commonwealth in disciplinary matters
before the board, for the purpose of investigating alleged
violations of the disciplinary provisions administered by the
board. The board shall have the power to subpoena witnesses,
to administer oaths, to examine witnesses and to take such
testimony or compel the production of such books, records,
papers and documents as it may deem necessary or proper in,
and pertinent to, any proceeding, investigation or hearing held
or had by it. Client records may not be subpoenaed without
consent of the client or without order of a court of competent
jurisdiction on a showing that the records are reasonably
necessary for the conduct of the investigation. The court
may impose such limitations on the scope of the subpoena
as are necessary to prevent unnecessary intrusion into client
confidential information. The board is authorized to apply to
Commonwealth Court to enforce its subpoenas.

(b)

Notification of board.--An attorney responsible for
representing the Commonwealth in disciplinary matters before
the board shall notify the board immediately upon receiving
notification of an alleged violation of this act. The board shall
maintain current records of all reports of alleged violations and
periodically review the records for the purpose of determining
that each alleged violation has been resolved in a timely
manner.

Section 20. Unlawful practice.
(a)

Unlawful practice prohibited.--It shall be unlawful for any
person to hold himself or herself out as a licensed bachelor
social worker, licensed social worker, licensed clinical social
worker, marriage and family therapist and professional
counselor without possessing a valid, unexpired, unrevoked
and unsuspended license issued under this act. ((a) amended
Oct. 22, 2014, P.L.2884,No.179)

(a.1) Title.--It shall be unlawful for an individual to hold oneself
out as a social worker, use the title of “social worker” or use
the abbreviation of “S.W.” without meeting the definition of
“social worker.” This subsection includes advertising as a
social worker and adopting or using any title or description
of services incorporating the term “social worker” and their
related abbreviations, which implies directly or indirectly that
the individual is a social worker. This subsection shall not apply
to the following individuals:
(1) An individual employed by the Commonwealth in
a social work position on the effective date of this
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subsection, during the time of employment by the
Commonwealth.
(2) An individual employed as a school social worker
in a public or private school in this Commonwealth
on or before the effective date of this subsection,
during the time of employment as a school social
worker.
((a.1) added July 9, 2008, P.L.929, No.68)
(b)

Injunction.--Unlawful practice may be enjoined by the
courts upon petition of the commissioner or the board. In
any proceeding under this section, it shall not be necessary
to show that any person is individually injured by the
actions complained of. If the court finds that the respondent
has violated this section, it shall enjoin him or her from so
practicing until he or she has been duly licensed. Procedure in
such cases shall be the same as in any other injunction suit.

(c)

Remedy cumulative.--The injunctive remedy provided in
this section shall be in addition to any other civil or criminal
prosecution and punishment.

(20 amended Dec. 21, 1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
Compiler’s Note: Section 9 of Act 179 of 2014, which amended subsec.
(a), provided that the State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family
Therapists and Professional Counselors shall promulgate regulations to
carry out Act 179 within 180 days of the effective date of section 9.
Compiler’s Note: Section 4 of Act 68 of 2008, which amended section
20, provided that the State Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family
Therapists and Professional Counselors and the Department of Health
shall promulgate regulations to implement the amendment or addition
of sections 3, 10.1 and 20(a.1) within three years of the effective date
of Act 68.
Section 20.1. Disclosure.
Marriage and family therapists and professional counselors licensed under
this act shall furnish each client with a copy of a disclosure statement
prior to rendering professional services. The disclosure statement shall
be displayed in a conspicuous location at the place where the services
are performed. The statement shall include the following:
(1)

The name, title, business address and business telephone
number of the marriage and family therapist or professional
counselor providing services.

(2)

The formal professional education of the marriage and family
therapist or professional counselor, including the institutions
attended and the degrees received.

(3)

The marriage and family therapist’s or professional counselor’s
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professional philosophy and approach to treatment, services
provided and professional credentials held.
(4)

In the case of marriage and family therapists or professional
counselors engaged in a private individual practice, partnership
or group practice, the fee schedule listed by type of service or
hourly rate.

(5)

At the end of the disclosure statement, the sentence “This
information is required by the Board of Social Workers, Marriage
and Family Therapists and Professional Counselors, which
regulates marriage and family therapists and professional
counselors.”

(6)

Immediately beneath the statement required by paragraph
(5), the name, address and telephone number of the board.

(20.1 added Dec. 21, 1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
Section 20.2. Referral.
Licensees under this act shall refer health care problems which fall
outside the boundaries of their professional competence and scope of
practice as defined in section 3 to appropriate licensed practitioners.
Such health care problems include mental health care problems which
there is reason to believe are biologically based and individuals who are
in a suicidal or psychotic state. Nothing in this section shall be construed
as authorizing any licensee under this act to engage in the practice of
psychology as defined in the act of March 23, 1972 (P.L.136, No.52),
known as the Professional Psychologists Practice Act; the practice of
medicine as defined in the act of December 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112),
known as the Medical Practice Act of 1985; or the practice of osteopathic
medicine as defined in the act of October 5, 1978 (P.L.1109, No.261),
known as the Osteopathic Medical Practice Act.
(20.2 added Dec. 21, 1998, P.L.1017, No.136)
Section 21. Appropriation.
The sum of $85,000, or as much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby
appropriated from the Professional Licensure Augmentation Account
within the General Fund to the Bureau of Professional and Occupational
Affairs in the Department of State for the payment of costs of processing
licenses and renewals, for the operation of the board and for other general
costs of the bureau operations relating to this act. The appropriation
granted shall be repaid by the board within three years of the beginning
of issuance of licenses by the board.
Section 22. Severability.
The provisions of this act are severable. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity
shall not affect other provisions or applications of this act which can be
given effect without the invalid provision or application.
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Section 23. Effective date.
This act shall take effect as follows:
(1)

Sections 16 and 20 of this act shall take effect in 18 months.

(2)

The remainder of this act shall take effect in 90 days.
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