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October 11, 2016

for 

November 8, 2016

General Election

2016 Voter Registration Deadline



You must be:
• A citizen of the United States for 

at least one month 
• A resident of Pennsylvania and 

the election district in which you 
want to register and vote for 30 
days

• Eighteen years of age or older on 
or before the next election

Who can register to vote in 
Pennsylvania?

Photo: Keith Boyer IUP Magazine Fall-Winter 2011
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How to Register to Vote
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www.register.votespa.com
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http://www.votespa.com/


How to Register to Vote using the Online Voter 
Registration Application
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How to Register to Vote
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You’re registered to vote!  Now what?

Everyone.votesPA.com
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Check Voter Registration Status Apply for an Absentee Ballot Locate Your County Elections Office Find Your Polling Place



Text “PA” 2Vote (28683)
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What’s on the ballot - 2016?
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Federal offices:

• President/ Vice President of the United 
States

• United States Senator
• Representative in Congress



What’s on the ballot - 2016?
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State Offices

• PA Attorney General
• PA Auditor General
• PA Treasurer
• Senator in the General Assembly (odd 

numbered districts)
• Representative in the General Assembly



Election Date

November 8, 2016
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Polls are open from 7 am to 8 pm

When do I vote?



Voting Machines
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Absentee Voting
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You may vote absentee before 
Election Day if you cannot 
appear to vote at your polling 
place on Election Day

You must have a reason or 
“excuse”  that you cannot 
appear

www.votespa.com/absentee



Reasons for Absentee voting
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1.     Away from municipality where you vote because:

• Business, duties or occupation cause you to be
away during time polls are open

• Leave of absence, sabbatical 
• Vacation
• College student living at school



Reasons for Absentee voting
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2.   Cannot go to the polling place because:

Illness or disability

Hospitalized veteran

Observance of religious holiday

Election duties



Reasons for Absentee Voting
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3.Military Service



A

Absentee Voting Information
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Voters must provide 
driver’s license number, 
last 4 digits of Social 
Security Number, or a copy 
of an acceptable photo ID 
when applying for an 
absentee ballot.

www.votespa.com/absentee

http://www.votespa.com/absentee
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Absentee Voting:  Acceptable form of ID
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www.votespa.com/absentee

Photo IDs issued by the U.S. Government or the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, including:

• U.S. Passport
• U.S. Military ID (active duty and retired military ID may 

designate an expiration date that is indefinite). Military 
dependents’ ID must contain a current expiration date.

• Employee photo identification issued by Federal, 
Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania County, or Pennsylvania 
Municipal government.

• Photo identification issued by an accredited 
Pennsylvania public or private institution of higher 
learning.

• Photo identification issued by a Pennsylvania care 
facility, including long-term care facilities, assisted living 
residences and personal care homes.

http://www.votespa.com/absentee


Absentee Voting Deadlines
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Provisional Ballots
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What is a provisional ballot?
A paper ballot that is given to voters who do not appear eligible to vote at the 
polling place because their name is not listed in the poll book or are first time 
voters without acceptable identification.

It is “provisional” because the ballot may or may not be counted depending on 
whether the voter is found to be eligible to vote for all or some of the races on 
the ballot.



Provisional Ballots

40

Poll workers should offer, or voters may request a provisional ballot  IF:

• You believe you are registered to vote but your name is not listed in the poll 
book or supplemental poll book;

• You are a first time voter and are unable to show acceptable identification



Provisional Ballots
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What should you do if your name is not in the poll book?

• Have the poll worker call the county voter services office and 
verify your registration and polling place.

• If you are registered and in the correct polling place you should be able 
to vote normally.

• If you are in the incorrect polling place, you should go to the correct 
polling place, time permitting.



Check the status of your provisional ballot
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Call 1-877-VOTES-PA ( 1-877-868-3772)



Pennsylvania Voter Protection

Test Your Knowledge
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True or False:  You can only register to vote 
if you are 18 ( or older).
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True or False:  You can only register to vote 
if you are 18 (or older).

Mainly True: You can 
register to vote before 
your 18th birthday as long 
as you turn 18 on or 
before the very next 
election.   
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True or False: College Students from other states who 
attend college in PA may not register to vote in PA.
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True or False: College Students from other states who 
attend college in PA may not register to vote in PA.

False:  In Pennsylvania, a college 
student has 2 choices:  She may 
register at her on-or off-campus 
address or register at her prior 
address.  Note that the choice of 
registration may affect other 
aspects of the student’s life, e.g. 
car insurance premiums.
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True or False: You cannot vote if you have a prior 
felony conviction.
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True or False: You cannot vote if you have a prior 
felony conviction.
False: In Pennsylvania, people with 
felony convictions on their record 
can vote as long as they are not 
actually serving time for a felony 
conviction when they vote on 
Election Day. If they are serving 
time for a misdemeanor of if they 
are detained pre conviction, then 
they can vote via absentee ballot.
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True or False: You cannot vote in Pennsylvania if you 
were convicted of a felony in another state and that 
state did not restore your voting eligibility.
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True or False: You cannot vote in Pennsylvania if you 
were convicted of a felony in another state and that 
state did not restore your voting eligibility.

False: Even if you were convicted 
of a felony in one of the few states 
that permanently takes away 
voting eligibility, because 
Pennsylvania does not do that, if 
you are a resident of Pennsylvania 
and you meet all of the other 
requirements for becoming a voter, 
you can register. 51



True or False:  If you don’t have ID you 
cannot vote.
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True or False:  If you don’t have ID you 
cannot vote.
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True and False:  Only 

first time voters must show 
acceptable ID, photo or 
non-photo.  If you don’t 
have ID, you can vote a 
provisional ballot.



• ACCEPTABLE PHOTO IDs:
• Pennsylvania driver’s license or PennDOT ID card 
• ID issued by any Commonwealth agency 
• ID issued by the U.S. Government 
• U.S. passport 
• U.S. Armed Forces ID 
• Student ID 
• Employee ID
ACCEPTABLE NON PHOTO ID
• Non-photo ID issued by the Commonwealth 
• Non-photo ID issued by the U.S. Government 
• Firearm permit 
• Current utility bill 
• Current bank statement 
• Current paycheck 
• Government check

54



True or False:  Your county issued voter 
registration card can be used as ID when you 
vote.

55



True or False:  Your county issued voter registration card 
can be used as ID when you vote. True.
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True or False: You can use your Student ID to vote on 
Election Day .
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True or False: You can use your Student ID to vote on 
Election Day .

True: Any student 
ID is an acceptable 
form of ID for first 
time voters in a 
polling place
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True or False:  If you don’t have a driver’s license 
you can’t vote.
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False:  Voters do not need 
Photo ID to vote.  Caution:  
Not everyone who has a 
driver’s license can vote!
You must be 
1) a U.S. citizen and
2) 18 years old or older on or 

before the next election

True or False:  If you don’t have a driver’s license 
you can’t vote.
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True or False:  If your name is not in the poll 
book, you cannot vote.
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True or False:  If your name is not in the poll 
book, you cannot vote.
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False.  The poll workers can check other sources including:
• A supplemental voter list;
• The master list at the county by calling the county 

voter registration office.
• The county can also determine if the voter is in the 

correct polling location.
• If a voter is not on any list but believes he is 

registered, the voter may vote a provisional ballot.



True or False:  Voters are not allowed to have 
help inside the voting booth.
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True or False:  Voters are not allowed to have 
help inside the voting booth.

False: You CAN have help If you 
are unable to read the information 
on the machine or the ballot for 
any reason, or if you cannot 
operate the machine without help.
You can choose your helper. For 
example, you can have your child, 
or another relative assist with 
interpretation.
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True or False:   You can see what is on the ballot 
before you vote.
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True or False:   You can see what is on the ballot 
before you vote.

True: Election officials must post sample ballots in 
or around the polling place on Election Day. The 
sample ballot is often printed on colored paper so 
that it’s easy to see. You may also access sample 
ballots before the election through some counties’ 
websites. 
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Sample Ballot
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True or False: Only elections officials can 
challenge a voter.
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True or False: Only elections officials can 
challenge a voter.
• False:  In addition to 

elections officials, certified 
poll watchers and any voter 
who is in the polling place to 
vote may challenge a voter’s 
eligibility to vote. (only 10 
voters are permitted inside 
at one time).
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True or False:  True or False: The only grounds for challenging 
a voter at the polls are identity and residency.
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True or False: The only grounds for challenging a 
voter at the polls are identity and residency.

• True:  a voter may be 
challenged on the 
grounds that she is not 
the person she claims to 
be (identity); or that the 
voter has moved out of 
the voting district 
(residency.)

• A voter may not be 
challenged on the 
grounds of the voter’s 
eligibility to register. 
Those kinds of 
challenges are made 
to the County Board of 
Elections, not at the 
precinct.



True or False:   If you are challenged, you can 
only vote by provisional ballot.
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True or False:   If you are challenged, you can 
only vote by provisional ballot.
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False:  This depends on the type of challenge.  

• A first time voter without ID: gets a 
provisional ballot

• Voter who believes she is registered but 
not in the book: gets a provisional ballot

• Residency or identity challenge: Voter 
must get a witness to sign an affidavit as 
to voter’s identity or residency.  If voter 
does so, then the voter gets a regular
ballot.



True or False:   If the electronic voting machines are 
broken, voters are out of luck and cannot vote.
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True or False:   If the electronic voting machines are 
broken, voters are out of luck and cannot vote.
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False: If 50% or more of DRE voting 
machines are broken, voters must be 
offered emergency paper ballots to 
vote.  NAACP v. Cortes, No. 08-5048 
(E.D.Pa. 2008)

• Voters in opscan districts with 
paper ballots can still vote if 
scanner is broken.  Ballots are 
inserted into special slot for later 
counting.


