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Chairman’s  Message
Charles E. Meacci, EdD, PT

A major responsibility of the Pennsylvania State Board of
Physical Therapy is to protect the health, safety and welfare
of the consumers of physical therapy in the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania.  As specified in Section 3 of the Physical
Therapy Practice Act, Power and Duties of  the Board, the
Board may adopt rules and regulations not inconsistent with
the law as it may deem necessary for the performance of  its
duties and the proper administration of  this law.

Over the last few years there have been changes to the
Practice Act as well as to the Rules and Regulations governing
the practice of physical therapy in Pennsylvania. This
Newsletter is devoted to notifying all licensed physical
therapists and registered physical therapist assistants of these
specific changes.  I encourage you to read and review the
new regulations appearing in this newsletter. Please note
that these regulations represent only additions or
revisions to the complete regulations contained in the
Pennsylvania Code, Title 49, Chapter 40, which can be
found at the Board’s website www.dos.state.pa.us/physther
along with the Practice Act. Recently you were required to
renew your license or registration and by doing so you
indicated your knowledge and understanding of the Practice
Act and Rules and Regulations that govern the practice of
physical therapy in Pennsylvania.  The Board is encouraging
you to re-read these documents with special emphasis on
the practice without physician referral – the Rules and
Regulations regarding “Direct Access” and the changes to
the general provisions of the Physical Therapy Regulations
August 28, 2004.

At our September 2004 meeting, the Board presented James
Irrgang PT, PhD with an award from the State for his years
of  service to the State Board of  Physical Therapy.  Jay com-
pleted his second four year term in October 2004 and served
as Chairman for five of  his eight plus years of  service.  He
was instrumental in writing the recent changes to the Rules
and Regulations for Direct Access and the general provi-
sions included in this Newsletter.  His service to the State
Board has been outstanding.  On behalf  of  the Board, we
would like to thank Jay for all his efforts in promoting the
health, safety and welfare of the consumers of physical
therapy in Commonwealth.

The Pennsylvania Board of Physical Therapy has
announced that regulations regarding “direct access” (see
sections 40.61-63 in this newsletter) have received
legislative approval and an application for the required
Certificate of  Authorization is available.  The application
may be downloaded from or requested through the
Board’s website … www.dos.state.pa.us/physther.  To
download, click on “Licensure Information”, then
“Board Forms”.

Also on the homepage is a link to the regulations and
statute regarding “direct access”.   All new regula-
tions are also included in this newsletter.

NOTE THAT A CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED IN AD-
DITION TO YOUR PT LICENSE.  THE CERTIFI-
CATE DOES NOT REPLACE YOUR PT LICENSE
AND IS NOT VALID UNLESS YOU MAINTAIN A
CURRENT PT LICENSE.

DIRECT ACCESS is Here

In October 2004, the State Board of Physical Therapy
began issuing Certificates of Authorization to qualified
physical therapists, allowing them to treat patients
without the requirement of a physician’s referral.  This
“direct access” option was created by revision of the
Practice Act in February 2002 and Board regulations
in July 2004.  See the “Special Notice” on the Board’s
website ….. www.dos.state.pa.us/physther.  In order
to maintain the certificate, continuing education (CE)
is now a requirement (section 40.63 of the regulations
in this newsletter).  Section 40.63(b) indicates that the
CE requirement will become effective after the first
renewal of the certificate.  Therefore, certificates issued
since October 2004 will expire December 2006 and the
renewal of these certificates will NOT require CE.
However, to renew these certificates in December 2008,
the requirements of section 40.63(b) must be completed
during 2007-2008.  Note that certificate holders must
also maintain their PT license, but there is NO CE
requirement for the renewal of your license as a
Physical Therapist.

Continuing Education Required to
Renew Certificate of  Authorization
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Disciplinary Actions
Following is a chronological listing of
disciplinary actions taken by the Board
from January 1, 2003, through August
31, 2004.  Each entry includes the name,
certificate or registration number (if any),
and last known address of the respondent;
the disciplinary sanction imposed; a brief
description of  the basis of  the disciplinary
sanction and the effective date of the
disciplinary sanction.

Every effort has been made to ensure that
the following information is correct.  How-
ever, this information should not be relied
on without verification from the
Prothonotary’s Office of  the Bureau of
Professional and Occupational Affairs.
One may obtain verification of individual
disciplinary action by writing or telephon-
ing the Prothonotary’s Office at P.O. Box
2649, Harrisburg , PA 17105-2649;
(717) 772-2686.  Please note that the
names of persons listed below may be simi-
lar to the names of persons who have not
been disciplined by the Board.

UNETHICAL OR
UNLICENSED ACTIVITY

If  you believe the practice or service
provided by a licensed professional
to be unethical, below an acceptable
standard or out of the scope of the
profession; or if you are aware of
unlicensed practice, please call the

Bureau of Professional and
Occupational Affairs complaints

hotline at:

In Pennsylvania:
  1-800-822-2113

Out of State:
1-717-783-4854

A complaint form is available on the
Department of  State’s internet site.

www.dos.state.pa.us

Wageed Abdel Malek Girgis, PT, license
number PT-004028-E, of  Lansdale,
Montgomery County, had his license revoked
based upon his licensure being denied or
disciplinary action taken against his license to
practice physical therapy in New Jersey, Michigan,
South Carolina, New Hampshire, Montana,
Indiana, Hawaii and Florida. (01-27-04)

Robert G. Kelly, P.T., license no. PT-006233-L
of  Harrisburg, Dauphin County, was ordered
to pay a civil penalty of $1,000 and had a public
reprimand placed on his permanent Board
record, because he practiced physical therapy in
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania from
January 1, 2003 to February 26, 2004 without a
current license.   (5-27-04)

Josephine E. Manaois, P.T., license no. PT-
011041-L of  Greensboro, Maryland, was or-
dered to pay a civil penalty of $750 and was
placed on probation, with the period of pro-
bation to run concurrently with her probation
in the State of Maryland, because Manaois had
her license to practice physical therapy disciplined

by the proper licensing authority of another
state. (5-27-04)

Sheila Renee Schaffer, P.T., license no. PT-
009529-L of Baltimore, Maryland, was ordered
to pay a civil penalty of $750 and was placed on
probation, with the period of probation to run
concurrently with her probation in the State of
Maryland, because Schaffer had her license to
practice physical therapy disciplined by the proper
licensing authority of another state. (5-27-04)

Gwendolyn Gamble, P.T., license no. PT-
003736-L of  Johnstown, Cambria County, was
indefinitely suspended for no less than 3 years,
such suspension to be immediately stayed in
favor of no less than 3 years probation, subject
to her successful participation in the Professional
Health Monitoring Programs, Disciplinary Moni-
toring Unit, because Gamble excessively in-
dulged in the use of alcoholic liquors. (07-22-
04)

Lynn Johnston P.T., license no. PT-008328-L
of  Cheyney, Delaware County, was ordered to
pay a civil penalty of $750, because she practiced
physical therapy in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania from January 1, 2003 to August
20, 2003 without a current license. (07-22-04)

Michael G. Schmitt, P.T., license no. PT-008177-
L of Frederick, Maryland, had a public repri-
mand placed on his permanent Board record,
because he had a license to practice physical
therapy disciplined by the proper licensing au-
thority of another state. (07-22-04)

Stephanie Dawn Orfanella, P.T., license no.
PT-012908-L of  Kingston, Luzerne County,
was indefinitely suspended for no less than three
(3) years retroactive to May 15, 2003, provided
however that such suspension is immediately
stayed in favor of probation subject to certain
terms and conditions, including her successful
participation in the Professional Health Moni-
toring Programs because Orfanella violated the
terms of  her Voluntary Recovery Program Agree-
ment by failing to submit to a urine drug screen
in 2002 and submitting two urine drug screens
in 2001 and 2003, respectively, that tested posi-
tive for drugs. (7/24/03)

James O’Connell, of  Long Pond, Monroe
County, was denied licensure as a Physical Thera-
pist. (8-02-04)

Jacek Szymanowicz, of  Stuart, FL, by deci-
sion of the State Board of Physical Therapy his
application was denied for a license.  (8-02-04)

Glendalyn E. Fodra, P.T., license no. PT-
011346-L of  Thompsons Stations, Tennessee,
was issued a public reprimand because she had
her license to practice physical therapy disciplined
by the proper licensing authority of another
state. (9/9/03)

Gregory C. Idell, P.T., license no. PT-013198-L
of Delray Beach, Florida, was indefinitely sus-
pended for no less than four (4) years, provided
however that such suspension is immediately
stayed in favor of probation subject to certain
terms and conditions, including his successful
participation in the Professional Health Moni-
toring Programs because Idell violated the terms
of  his Voluntary Recovery Program Agreement
by submitting three (3) urine drug screens in
2002 that tested positive for oxycodone. (9/9/
03)
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J. Michael Wilkins, M.A., NCC & Ron Hays, Professional Counselors

New Regulations
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New Regulations

To ensure receipt of   a renewal notice or important
information from the board, licensees must contact the
board office with any changes in name or address. Name
changes require a copy of court order, marriage certificate,
divorce decree or other official document. Send changes to:

State Board of Physical Therapy
P.O. Box 2649

Harrisburg, PA  17105-2649

Change of Name and/or
Address Reminder
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Perhaps as a licensee you already know that the Common-
wealth of  PA Department of  State, Bureau of  Professional
and Occupational Affairs (BPOA), provides administrative
and legal support to 27 professional and occupational li-
censing boards and commissions.  BPOA protects the health,
safety, and welfare of  the public from fraudulent and un-
ethical practitioners.  Professionals range from physicians
and cosmetologists to accountants and funeral directors.
However, many licensees are not aware of another Bureau
in the Department of State that is equally important, the
BUREAU OF ENFORCEMENT AND INVESTIGA-
TION (BEI).

BEI is mandated by legislation to conduct investigations
and enforce selected regulations of all 27 boards and com-
missions in Pennsylvania.  BEI is able to accomplish this
task through the use of Professional Conduct Investigators
(PCI’s), Regulatory Enforcement Inspectors (REI’s), funeral
home inspectors, and pharmacy inspectors.

What does a PCI do?
All of  the cases PCI’s investigate are complaint driven.  All
complaints against any licensee are filed through the BPOA’s
Complaints Office first, where legal staff  determines
whether the allegation, if  true, would potentially constitute
a violation of  the respective licensing Act or regulations.  If
so, the Complaints Office will open a case and request BEI
to conduct an investigation.

The PCI then conducts field interviews with the
complainant, licensee, witnesses, and anyone else who has
personal knowledge of the subject matter being examined.
The PCI will collect and categorize all the documents that
are pertinent to the case.  If the need arises, the PCI will
take photographs, verify records, serve subpoenas, and visit
sites in order to accurately record any relevant facts.  This
information is submitted to the prosecuting attorney of  that
licensing board, who will make a decision as to whether to
close the case or file appropriate charges.  Those charges
are filed via a document called an “Order to Show Cause
(OSC).”  The PCI may be called to testify as a witness at a
formal hearing to present any information he or she
personally gathered during the investigation.

If you are ever visited by a PCI, the most important thing to
remember is that they are there not to determine whether
you have committed a violation.  Their job is to simply obtain
your side of  the story, so that a prosecutor has as much
information as possible in order to make the appropriate
charging decision.

What does an inspector do?
The Regulatory Enforcement Inspector (REI), mortuary in-
spector, and pharmacy inspector performs field inspection
work to determine that a facility is in compliance with the
laws, rules and regulations regarding professional and oc-
cupational licensing and other areas under the jurisdiction
of the Secretary of the Commonwealth.  The REI does rou-
tine and new business inspections for the Cosmetology,
Barber, Real Estate and Motor Vehicle Boards.    Typically,
an inspector will make an appointment to do a new busi-
ness inspection.  All routine inspections, for obvious rea-
sons, are unannounced.

When an inspector enters your place of business, it is to
verify that your facility is in compliance with that particular
board’s rules and regulations.  During the inspection, BEI
will ask to see your current licenses, required equipment/
material/devices and reference books, etc.

Does BEI have the authority to impose any disciplin-
ary action?  When violations are discovered, the inspector
may issue a citation (ticket) under Act 48 of  1993. The PA
Legislature created Act 48 in an effort to streamline the
disciplinary process for BPOA.  Currently, citations may be
issued for certain violations under the following boards:  Bar-
ber, Cosmetology, Funeral, Pharmacy, Real Estate, Vehicle,
Accountancy, Architect, Auctioneer, Engineering and Den-
tistry.  Thus, there are occasions when a PCI may also issue
a citation during the course of an investigation.  By and
large, however, most of the significant charging decisions
are made by a BPOA prosecutor and are filed via an Order
to Show Cause, as noted above.

An important thing for all licensees to remember is that
during the course of an investigation/inspection, the PCI/
inspector is gathering facts to be considered by the licens-
ing board.  Although BEI is not the ultimate decision maker
in most instances, failure to cooperate with the PCI/REI is
paramount to not cooperating with the mandates of the
licensing board itself.

We hope this brief  introduction gives you a better under-
standing of what to expect when a PCI or an inspector vis-
its you. BEI maintains four regional offices, located in Har-
risburg, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, and Scranton.  BEI em-
ploys approximately 75 PCIs and 28 inspectors to cover the
67 counties in Pennsylvania in an expeditious, professional,
and customer oriented manner.

by Thomas Bat, PCI and Edmund Booth, PCI both of the Scranton Regional Office

What is BEI?
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Meet Commissioner Merenda

Basil L. Merenda was appointed Acting Commissioner of the Bureau of Professional and Occupational Affairs by Governor Edward
G. Rendell on January 5, 2004 and was unanimously confirmed by the Senate on March 16, 2004.

As Commissioner, he is responsible for overseeing the day-to-day functions of  the Bureau of  Professional and Occupational Affairs.
The Bureau provides administrative support to the 27 professional licensing boards and commissions. Commissioner Merenda serves
as the Governor’s designee on 25 of  the 27 professional licensing boards.

Prior to his appointment, Merenda served as Deputy Attorney General for the state of  New Jersey, with emphasis on antitrust and
financial crimes. He also served as legal counsel to the United Food and Commercial Workers Union Local 1776 in Norristown from
1987 to 1993.

A native of  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Merenda earned a bachelor’s degree in economics from Villanova University, a master’s degree
in economics from the University of Notre Dame and a law degree from Villanova University Law School.

If  you choose to renew via the Internet, go to the Department’s website at
www.dos.state.pa.us and click on LicensePA   Then simply follow the
instructions to renew your PT/PTA license online.

You are eligible to renew online if:
· You are currently in your license renewal period
· Your license is delinquent by no more than 30 days
First-time users will need the following information at hand:
· Pennsylvania License Number
· Renewal ID Number (located on the Renewal Notice)
· Current mailing address
· Credit Card information
· Social Security Number
· E-mail address

REMINDER...
State Board of  Physical Therapy Offers Online Renewal
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Board Members and Staff

Charles E. Meacci, PT
Chairman

Dale J. Cordial, PT
Vice Chairman

Cynthia N. Potter, PT
Secretary

Cindy L. Best, PTA
Professional Member

Z. Annette Iglarsh, PT
Professional Member

Robert S. Muscalus, DO
Physician General,

Commonwealth of  PA

Deborah W. Piper
Public Member

Marla J. Wasson
Public Member

Basil L. Merenda, Commissioner
Bureau of Professional and Occupational Affairs

Beth Michlovitz
Board Counsel

Bridget Guilfoyle
Board Prosecutor

Robert Kline
Board Administrator

2005 Board Meeting Dates

January 20 March 24

May 26 July 21

September 8                    November 17
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