STATE BOARD OF PODIATRY
CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION (CME)

In order to renew a license, a podiatrist must have completed 50 hours of CME during the immediately
preceding two-year license period. A license period runs from January 1 of an odd-numbered year
through December 31 of the next even-numbered year.
•
•
•

At least 30 CME hours must be in courses or programs that fall within the scope of
podiatric medicine and are approved by the Board or the Council on Podiatric Medical
Education (www.cpme.org).
The remaining 20 CME hours may be in courses and programs that are in related
medical subjects and that are approved by the American Medical Association or the
American Osteopathic Association.
A maximum of 10 CME hours may be obtained through approved programs and
courses that are Internet-based or that involve the review of magazine or journal
articles.

The following categories of podiatrists are wholly or partially exempt from CME:
•
•
•

A podiatrist who graduated from a school of podiatric medicine and surgery and
received a license to practice podiatry in the same biennial renewal period.
A podiatrist who was enrolled in a podiatric residency program (during the biennial
renewal period) approved by the American Podiatric Association.
A podiatrist who was on active military duty, whether in the United States or elsewhere
during the biennial renewal period.

The following procedures govern the waiver of CME for non-exempt podiatrists:
•
•

•
•

The Board may grant a waiver of all or part of the CME requirement, on a case-by-case
basis, in circumstances involving serious illness or other documented hardship,
provided that the granting of the waiver will not jeopardize the public safety and welfare.
A podiatrist seeking a waiver of CME must submit a written request to the Board
together with a $50 processing fee (no fee for a military waiver request). The waiver
request must set forth in detail the circumstances that prevent compliance with the CME
requirement and must include appropriate documentation.
The waiver request must be submitted to the Board 90 days prior to the end of
the biennial renewal period for which the waiver is being sought.
The Board will provide written notification of its granting or denial of a waiver request.

Additional information regarding the CME regulations may be found on the Board’s website at
www.dos.state.pa.us/pod.

PLEASE NOTE: THE BOARD DOES NOT RECOMMEND ANY SPECIFIC CME COURSES.
IT IS THE LICENSEE’S RESPONSIBILITY TO MAINTAIN/TRACK THEIR PERSONAL CME CREDIT HOURS.
LICENSEE SHALL RETAIN PROOF OF COMPLETION OF CME FOR AT LEAST 5 YEARS AFTER
COMPLETION OF THE CME OR AFTER THE COMPLETION OF THE BIENNIAL REGISTRATION FOR WHICH
THE CME WAS REQUIRED, WHICHEVER IS LATER.

