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Continuing Education Information for Optometrists 

 

A requirement for optometry license renewal is completion of at least thirty hours of Board-approved continuing 

education in each biennial renewal period. Optometry licenses expire on November 30th of even-numbered years. 

The following explains the requirements at each licensure level: 

Licensed for diagnostics only 

“P” license 

Licensed for therapeutics only 

“T” license 

Licensed for therapeutics and 

glaucoma. “G” license 

Must take 30 hours of continuing 

education. (This also applies to  

“L” licenses.)  

Must take 30 hours of continuing 

education, at least 6 hours must be 

in therapeutics.  

Must take 30 hours of continuing 

education. At least 4 hours must be 

in glaucoma, and at least an 

additional 2 hours must be TPA.  

The Board will not accept courses of study which do not relate to the actual practice of optometry, such as 

studies in office management and financial procedures. 

If you are a new licensee who graduated from optometry school during your first biennial renewal period, you are 

exempt from continuing education requirements for your first renewal period. 

Be sure to obtain official Certificates of Attendance from the sponsor of the course which indicate: the name of the 

sponsor; name of attendee; title and date of the course; number of clock hours; signature of person authenticating 

attendance; which courses are designated as therapeutic and/or Glaucoma; and the PA Board Approval 

number (if applicable), as follows: 

1. A Pennsylvania Board Approval Number must be indicated on the Certificate. Please note that it is 

your responsibility to verify the PA Board Approval number with the sponsor PRIOR TO TAKING 

THE COURSE.  

***OR***  

2. Pre-approved courses–The Board has granted pre-approval to the American Optometric Association; 

PA Optometric Association; accredited colleges of optometry; College of Optometrists in Vision 

Development; Council on Optometric Practitioner Education (COPE# required); eye and vision-

related continuing education courses offered by accredited medical colleges as defined in Section 2 of 

the Medical Practice Act of 1985 (63 P.S. Section 422.2); Optometric Extension Program; American 

Academy of Optometry and its state affiliates; American Academy of Ophthalmology and its state 

affiliates; eye and vision-related courses offered by the American Medical Association and its state 

affiliates.  

***NOTE*** - 25% (7½ hours) of the biennial requirement may be taken utilizing approved “online or 

correspondence” courses. 

Licensees must keep official Certificates of Attendance for six years after the biennial expiration date, because the 

Board will conduct a random audit. Do not send any Certificates of Attendance to the Board unless you are 

selected for the audit. 

FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS MAY RESULT IN 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION WHICH MAY ALSO BE REPORTED TO THE NATIONAL PRACTITIONER 

DATA BANK. 


