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NCLEX results are reviewed at the end of each examination year. An examination 
year extends from October 1 of one year to NCLEX results are reviewed at the end 
of each examination year. An examination year extends from October 1 of one year 
to September 30 of the subsequent year.  Exam Pass Rate revisions were 
published in the April 25, 2009 issue of the Pennsylvania Bulletin 
(www.pabulletin.com). These regulations apply to RN (§21.33b) and PN (§21.162b) 
prelicensure nursing education programs and were effective for the exam year 
beginning on October 1, 2009 through September 30, 2010, when a nursing 
education program shall achieve and maintain a minimum pass rate of 70% (prior 
to October 1, 2009 the pass rate was 60%) or more of its first-time examinees 
during the examination year.  Beginning with the exam year October 1, 2010, a 
nursing education program shall achieve and maintain a minimum pass rate of 80% 
or more of its first-time examinees during an examination year.   PA totals are 
greater than the sum of the columns; totals include graduates of closed programs 
and re-entry applicants. These statistics have been provided to the Pennsylvania 
Board of Nursing by the National Council of State Boards of Nursing.


