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Pennsylvania Department of State 

Navigation Commission for the Delaware River 
and Its Navigable Tributaries 

401 North Street 
302 North Office Building 

Harrisburg, PA  17120 
(717) 787-6458 

Fax (717) 787-1734 
 

2016 APPLICATION FOR APPOINTMENT AS APPRENTICE PILOT 
 

Instructions:  Please type or print in ink, except where a signature is required.  Provide complete, correct 
responses and all supporting documents as requested on the application.  You may attach additional sheets 
of 8.5 by 11 inch paper if you need additional space to respond.  Please reference any response on an 
attached sheet to the corresponding section of the application. The Commission will not accept an 
application unless all the required responses are complete and all required supporting documents are 
received timely.  In order to be considered, a completed application must be post-marked or 
received at the above address on or before September 23, 2016, in-person; by mail or overnight 
delivery; by fax; or by emailing a signed copy to the Board Administrator at bdupler@pa.gov.   

 
 

SECTION I – GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

1.  Applicant Name:            
    (Last)    (First)   (Middle) 
 
2.  Permanent address:             
    (Number/Street)    (City)  (State) (Zip) 
 

3.  Mailing address (if different than permanent address listed above):        
 
              

4.  Daytime telephone:  (        )      Cell phone:  (       )     
 
5.  E-mail address:  _____________________________ 
 
6.  Have you ever previously applied to the Commission for an apprenticeship?  Yes   No  
 
7.  Do you currently possess a driver’s license?  Yes   No  
 
8.  Do you currently possess a pilot’s license or other maritime license issued by another agency? 
 
     Yes    No   
 
If yes, licensing agency or agencies:          
  
Type/class of licenses(s):            
 

(You may be asked to submit a clear copy of your driver’s license and pilot’s or maritime license at a 
later time.) 
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SECTION II – APPRENTICE/PILOT DUTIES 
 
1.  Are you able to perform the essential duties of an apprentice and a pilot with or without a reasonable 
accommodation, as described below?  
 
Yes    No    
 
If no, please explain:             
 
              
 
              
 

Description of Apprentice Duties 
 

The Joint Pennsylvania / Delaware Apprentice Pilot Training Program is a rigorous, full time, 
three or four year training program leading to licensure as a sixth class Pennsylvania Pilot.  The 
comprehensive program combines academic instruction, off-site professional training and “hands 
on” practical experience.  A joint Pennsylvania/Delaware Apprentice Pilot Training Committee 
comprised of ten licensed pilots oversees the program.  Apprentices are tested on selected 
curriculum topics on a quarterly basis.  Periodic attendance at off-site training and other 
professional activities is required.  To complete the numerous program requirements within the 
allotted period, apprentice pilots are assigned to duty on the river observing and working with 
licensed pilots, to special shipboard duty with pilots in Philadelphia Harbor, to duty in the pilot 
launches and at the Delaware Vessel Traffic Information System tower.  Additionally, apprentice 
pilots are responsible for obtaining federal pilotage for all routes to be piloted in the Delaware 
Bay and River and Chesapeake and Delaware Canal prior to the end of the program.  A 
comprehensive state examination is given upon completion of program requirements.       
 

Description of Pilot Duties 
 
A river pilot is the designated person who has been given the responsibility to be in charge of the 
movement of a vessel, while that vessel is within the inland waters of the United States of 
America.  The pilot is responsible for the safe navigation of a vessel while it transits the 
Delaware River.  Pilots are licensed by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to protect the 
environment and the economy of the whole Delaware Valley Community.  While navigating the 
river, a pilot is responsible for handling all communication for the vessel and keeping that vessel 
within the main ship navigation channel. 
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SECTION III – APPRENTICE QUALIFICATIONS 
 

In accordance with 4 Pa. Code § 405.9, please complete Section III – Apprentice Qualifications. 
 

 
MILITARY SERVICE 

 
1.  Are you presently a member of a United States Armed Forces Reserve or National Guard 
organization?   Yes    No  
 
If yes, grade or rank:      Service Number:      
 
Organization and station or unit and location:           
 
2.  Have you previously served any tour(s) of extended active duty in the Armed Services, drawing full 
pay, from which you were discharged or separated to civilian status?    Yes   No   
 
If yes, specify branch of Armed Service (i.e. Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard):     
 
              
 
Service Number:       Active duty date(s) (month/year to month/year)    
 
Type of discharge or separation:        
(Note:  A dishonorable or general discharge is not an absolute bar to appointment.) 
 
Grade or rank upon discharge/separation:       
 
 

EDUCATION 
 

1.  Please list all schools, colleges and universities attended beyond high school: 
 

(a) Name and address of institution:          
 

              
 
Dates attended:       Degree and graduation date:      
 
Major field(s) of study:           
 
(b) Name and address of institution:          

 
              
 
Dates attended:       Degree and graduation date:      
 
Major field(s) of study:           
 
(c) Name and address of institution:          
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Dates attended:       Degree and graduation date:      
 
Major field(s) of study:           
 

(Please ensure that a transcript evidencing any degrees listed above is forwarded to the 
Navigation Commission as part of your original application.  Transcripts shall be sent to 

the Department of State, Navigation Commission, 401 North Street, 302 North Office 
Building, Harrisburg, PA 17120 so that the transcript(s) or a copy of your letter requesting 
that the transcript be sent to the Commission is received on or before September 23, 2016.) 

 
 

MARITIME EXPERIENCE 
 
1.  Please describe your previous maritime/water travel experience, if any:     
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
 

CRIMINAL HISTORY 
 

1.   Have you been convicted (found guilty, pled guilty or pled nolo contendere), received probation 
without verdict or accelerated rehabilitative disposition (ARD), as to any criminal charges, felony or 
misdemeanor, including any drug law violations?  NOTE:  You are not required to disclose any ARD or 
other criminal matter that has been expunged by order of a court. Yes   No   
 
2.  Do you currently have any criminal charges pending and unresolved in any state or jurisdiction? 
 
Yes   No   
(Note:  A conviction will not necessarily disqualify you from the position for which you have applied.) 
 

If yes, please explain:             
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EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 
 

1.  Please provide your employment history for the past five years: 
 
(a) Position:             

 
Name, address and telephone number of employer:          
 
              
 
              
 
 
Dates of employment (month/year to month/year):          
 
Immediate supervisor:             

 
(b) Position:             

 
Name, address and telephone number of employer:          
 
              
 
              
 
Dates of employment (month/year to month/year):          
 
Immediate supervisor:             
 
(c) Position:             

 
Name, address and telephone number of employer:          
 
              
 
              
 
Dates of employment (month/year to month/year):          
 
Immediate supervisor:             
 
(d) Position:             

 
Name, address and telephone number of employer:          
 
              
 
              
 
Dates of employment (month/year to month/year):          
 
Immediate supervisor:             
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2.  Have you been fired from any job for any reason with in the last five years?  Yes          No   
 
If yes, please explain:              
 
              
 
              
 
 

REFERENCES 
 
1.  Please identify three individuals whom the Commission may contact for a personal reference: 
 

(a) Name:       
 
Address:             
 
Telephone number:  (     )     Occupation:       
 
Years known:     
 
(b) Name:       
 
Address:             
 
Telephone number:  (     )     Occupation:       
 
Years known:     
 
(c) Name:       
 
Address:             
 
Telephone number:  (     )     Occupation:       
 
Years known:     
 
 

SECTION IV – MISCELLANEOUS 
 
1. I affirm that I have read the Job Announcement of Apprentice Pilot Openings for 2016.  I 

understand that the Apprentice Pilot position is not a salaried job and that Apprentice Pilots 
receive a stipend in the amount listed in the job announcement.   

  
 Yes    No    

 
  (b)  Is there anything which would interfere with your attending the apprenticeship program
 regularly? 
 

 Yes    No    
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 If yes, please explain:             
 

             
 
             
 
             
 
 

2. Please provide any other information that you believe may be relevant to your application. 
 

             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
 

SECTION V – CERTIFICATION 
 

I verify that this application is in the original format as supplied by the Department of State and 
has not been altered or otherwise modified in any way.  I am aware of the criminal penalties for 
tampering with public records or information pursuant to 18 Pa. C.S. § 4911. 
 
I verify that the statements in this application are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, 
information and belief.  I understand that false statements are made subject to the penalties of 18 
Pa. C.S. § 4904 (relating to unsworn falsification to authorities) and may result in the suspension, 
revocation or denial of my license certificate. 
 
If your school or employment records are listed under another name, please provide them below. 
 

 
              

Signature of Apprentice Pilot Applicant   Date  
 
              

Additional names (if any) by which you are listed in your school or employment records 
 

The Navigation Commission for the Delaware River and Its Navigable Tributaries is an equal 
opportunity employer.  It does not unlawfully discriminate against applicants for appointment 
because of race, color, religious creed, ancestry, union membership, age, gender, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression, national origin, ADIS or HIV status, or disability.  

 
(Executive Order 2016-04) 

 



 8 

SECTION XI – QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
The information requested below is required by the Commission by Final Order & Decree of the 
Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission, dated March 8, 1983, Raymond T. Weems, Complainant vs. 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, et al. The information will be kept in confidence.  Your cooperation in 
providing accurate information is important.  
 
Pilot Apprentice Applicant (type or print name):          
 
Sex:  Male   Female  
 
How do you describe yourself?  (You may check more than one.) 
 
  Black (not of Hispanic origin):  A person having origins in any of the black racial groups of 

Africa. 
 
 Hispanic:  persons of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American or other 

Spanish Culture or origin, regardless of race. 
 
  White (not of Hispanic origin):  A person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, 

the Middle East or North Africa. 
 
  American Indian or Alaskan Native:  A person having origins in any of the original peoples of 

North America and who maintain cultural identification through tribal affiliation or community 
recognition. 

 
  Asian or Pacific Islander:  A person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far 

East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent including, for example, China, Japan, Korea, the 
Philippine Islands and Samoa. 

 
 
 

       
(Signature of Applicant) 
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