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CONSENT AGREENMENT AND ORDER ‘

The Cormonwealth of Pennsylvania, Bureau of Corporationé ‘and Charitable

Organizations (“Butreaw”), and Crawford County Humane Society (“Respondent”), stipulate as
follows in settlement of the above-captioned case.

-

JURISDICTION

1. This matter is before the Secretary of the Commonwealth (“Secretary”) pursuanf to

_ the So]jcitati(?n of Funds for Charitable Purposés Act, Act of December 19, 1990, P.1.. 1200, No.
202, as amended (“Act™), 10 P.S. §§ 162.1 ef. seq.

2. At alI_réleva.nt and material times, Respondent acted as a charitable organjiatioﬁ as.

deﬁne& by the Act
3. At all relevant and material times, Respondent did not :r‘egister.as a charitable
organization in Commonwealth of ‘Pennsylvania or provide infﬁrﬁ:laﬁo_n- that Respondent was

exempt from registration under the Act.

STIPULATED FACTS

47 Resp(_)ndent admits that the follp\#ing aﬂégaﬁons -a:e-true:

N




a. Resﬁjo_ndent isa domes—tié (Pennsylvania) nonfproﬁt Corpéiétion; entity number
83024, whié’ﬁ incorpoiated on or about August 5, I9Si.
| b. Resﬁbndenfc submiffted ifs rinitial registration with the Pennsylyania Dﬂe;ﬁartmenf
of State’é Buréaurof Comé)fations and Charitable Organizations (hereafter referred to as
‘Eure_au’), -WhiQ};'L was approved on or ab@ut June 6, 1.994‘ and exbired on Ma}.f' 15, 1'995.- |
. c. Respoﬁden{ reﬁeﬁed its 'Iegistration with fﬁe Bureau m 1995, and annually as
recilﬁred by the Act through many of the sﬁbsequelvlt.'yeais.- | |
. d. .S'peciﬁcally,_ Réspondent’s registration was approved By the lBﬁreaﬁ for_eachl
year ﬁ'om'IA995 through 2005. “ - |
€. Begiﬁning n 200'6-,'R<Ais-pon_dvent~‘s ‘registratioﬁ with the Bureau bécame deficient
and irregular, Whioh cqntinued through 2016. |
£ Respondent suﬁmitted the 'requir_ed registration materials for fiscal year ends
2006 through ZQIO ex post facto, placing its registration in a status of good -standing for
those years.
VA g.; Respondent’s fiscal year end 201i -regist'raﬁ.on Waé deemed approved, as the
| Bureau did not make a determination within th;: ten days allowed under the Act. |
h. Respondent’s fiscal year end 2011 regiétraﬁon expiréd on November 11, 2013.
i. Onor ab;Jut May 26, 2016, Respondent Submiﬁed registration matérials to‘tﬁe
| Burea‘u-fof its December 31, 2012 fiscal year end. |
i j- V_The Registration and Compl-ian(j:‘e Division of the Bureau informed Resﬁondent '
_ Via-}étﬁer Ihé_t it ﬁas unable to reﬁ_o éo’tively registér-Resp ondent and returned _the regisﬁ;atiog

: rfee.




k.. A true and éofrect copy of the returned check é'nd check—off 1e’ft§r are attached
o énd incorporated as Exhibit A.
1, 'On or-about June 3, 2016, the Bﬁreau’s Reéistraﬁoﬁ and Comp]iance Division
sent a ‘letter ibfoﬁajng Respondent of the various deﬁoina:ﬂcies assdciated, with itsrr A
- re.gistra’cioi:l'> and the cd_rrecjtions NECEsSsary for approval.
m.. A true and cjoneét copy of fhé F une .3, 2016 .D'eﬁciency Letter fo Respondent is
: aﬁa:chéd and incorpore;ted as Exhibit B. :

.11; bn or ‘about _Iun:s'l-S, 2016, the Bureaw’s Special Investigation Unit(‘SIU’)
mailed to ResPQHden’[, a rletter requesting gross Tational and Pennsjrl“;rania coﬁtﬁbuﬁou
amounts By year for 2012 thxéugh 2016. - .

7 0. Atrue and correct copy of the June 15, 2016 Investigation Letter to Respondent
is attached and incorporated as Exhibit C. - | |

p. Onor about Fune 28, 26 16, Respondentrprovided the Bureau with the requested
{financial information. | | |

q. A true and accurate copy of tﬁe financial information provided by Respondent
| are a&achéd and incorporated as EX]Z-lil:Jit D. - | | |

r.” -Per the Resﬁonde‘nt"s letfer, I{:egpbndent receiveci total 'gros-s contﬁbutions as
follov?s; |

i $102,319 n2012,
R . - 91,2501 2013,
iii. $89,854 in 2014, and -

iv. $99,816 in 2015,




s. Acéording to Respondeﬁt, all the abové £ross éontributiéﬁs were.receiw}ed frorﬁ
within the CommonWeaIth of Pennsylvama
ot Respondent was required to be regstered for fiscal year ends 2013 and 2013 as
.ReSp.'om‘ient was conducting sohcﬁaﬁon activity in this Commonyyg alth and was not A
éxempt from the Act.' : | |
. . Respondent subsequently became registered forr its 2014 fiscal year end, aﬁd 18

' cuﬁeﬁﬂy regiétered through No?ember 11, 2016.

" AGREED VIOLATIONS
5. Reséqndent admits and agrees that by engaging in the aforementioned activities,
Rejspondent committed \}ioiétions of the Act as follows: | |
~a. Seclion 15(2)(1) of the Act, 10 P.S. § 162.15(a)(1), by and through
actions that'were not in accordanoe‘with Section 5(a), 107P.S. § 162.5(a), by
~ soliciting co;Ltributions‘in the absence of an approved 'regis.tration from November ]

11,2013 through July 17, 2016.

PROPOSED ORDER
6. T}_.le. participants, intending to be le gally bound,. consent to issuancerf the following
Order in‘set’tlement of this matter: . | _ I
a: Respondent violated the Act at Seéﬁon 15(a)(1) of the Act, 10 pS.
- §162. 15(&)(1) by and through actlons that were not in accordance w1th Section
S(a) 10 P S § 162.5(a), by soh01tmg contnbutlons in the absence of an approved

_ reg13trat10n ffom November 11, 2013 through July 17, 2016.

ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES |




B 7. An ADMINISTRATIVE FINE of two thousand dollars ($2,OOVOV.OO) is leﬁéied upon
) Respondent.r Respondent _shall‘ tender the full sﬁm of two thouséﬁd _do‘llars ($2,000.00), With this _
.-ex'ecﬁted Coﬁsent Agréement. 7 - . |
a.. Payméﬁf Shz-ﬂl‘ be by certified check, cas]__;iér’s_. c]ieck, attorney’s cheék, or
‘U.S. Postal molney' order. | |
| b. The ins’trurqéﬁt ;)f payment shall be ma'd-e payable to fhga “Commonwealth of -
" Pennsylvania,” and shall be Vvalid for a period of at least one hun&red eighté/ (180) ciays.-
¢, Respondent agrees thét péyment will be made by oﬁe of the methods indicated
n subpg;agraﬁh {(a) above and th.at. pg-(ment by .unceréiﬁed persoﬁal check, corporate check:

or cash will not be accepted.

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS

d. Respondent_shal_l not be allbwed {o renew its registration with the Bureau until

the adrginis&ative fine has been remitted in full.
: ¢. Should Respondent’s registration éxpire prior te payﬁent of the administrative
fine Respondent shall CEASE and ]?ESIST all manﬁér of chéritable Solici_tétion m the
Comﬁonwealtﬁ of Pennsylvania until it has fully compﬁeci With this Agreémé}nt and the

Act.

N . CASE SETTLED AND DISCONTINUED
8. Thls case shail_ be deemed seﬁled,énd discontinued upon the 'Seoret_ary issuiné an

—Ord'er adpp_ting ﬁﬁs Consent Agfeeinen{ and the R33pondeﬁt’s successful cémpleﬁon of the

' j:equil_‘éments of this Oiéle.r. Howev_ér3 nothing jn:tiais Cons’entAgregmen’t and'()r‘de'r.‘,shaﬂ

preclude the Prosecuting Attorney for the Bureaw from filing charges. or the Secretary from.




imposing disciplinary or corrective measures for violations or facts not contained in this Consent

Agreemen_t and Order.

ACKN OWLEDGEMENT OF N OTICE AND WAIVER Q¥ HEARIN G

9.' Respondent waives The filing of an Order to Show Ca_use in ’thls matter. Respondent
k‘nomngly and voluntarily waives the right to an admnnstranve heanng n thls matter and to the
followmg nghts related to the hearmg “to be Iepresented by counsel at the neemng, to .present
mtnesses and testimony in defense or in mltlgatlen of any sanction that may be imposed for a
' rxjriolat.ion; to cross-examine witnesses and to 'challenge evidence presented by the Bureau; to

present legal arguments by means of a brief; and to take an appeal from any final adverse decision.

AGREEMENT NOT BﬁQDING ON OTHER PARTIES
10. - This Consent Agreement 1s between the Bnrean and Respondentv oxﬂy‘. It does not
bind any% other administrative or govemmentnl entity of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,'
including any other bureau within the Departrnent of State. Except as otherwise noted, this
Agreement 1s to have no legal effect if (a) the Office of General Counsel expresseé an objection
to the Agreement’s form or 1ege1ity and/or (b) unless and until the Secretary issues the stipulated

Order.

EI‘FECT OF SDCRETARY’S REJECTION

| 11'. ~ Should the Secretaxy not appmve this Consent Agreement presentatlon to and
consideration of this Consent Agreement and other documen’ts and matters by the- Secretary sha]l '
'net prejudlce the Secretary from ﬁn’ther part_lelpatlon m ’E_he adjudlcat}on of t]:us matter. This
| pafagmph 13 'b-ind_ing on the‘pafticip_ants even if the Secretary does 'ﬁot.anpiove this C.on‘sent

Agreement.




ENTIRE AGREEMENT

Y

12.  This Agreement contains theyvh-o'l;s: agreement betvireen.ﬂie part_ies'; prévidéd,
h‘ovélever,.. that the captions pﬁﬁfed in the various proVisions- of this égcéemen’; are fprleas—é of
‘reading only énd are ﬁot to be interpreted ;13 fof@g‘ any pélrt of t_his agreeﬁleﬁt Therg are r_;i)
ofher terms, obligations, §0Venanﬁsa representations, stateﬁ_len’[s or conditiqns,- or otherwise, of any

" kind whatsoever, concefm'ng this Agreement. -

AGREEMENT DOES NOT PREVENT REFERRAL TO OTHER AGENCIES

13. - The parties acknowledge that other federg_tl, Staﬁe, arid/or local agencies may have
jurisdiction over the actiﬁtiés of, or representatiéﬁs ﬁliade by, Respondent a.nd its officers,
rdirectbrs, agents, employees br iﬁdependeﬁt contractors. Nothing in this Consent Agreeméﬁt or
the Order based upon this Consent Agreement sha]_l-preclude representatives of ’[he Bureau froﬁ
referring any information or data p;oduced as a result of this matter to any federal, state, or local
agency or gdvemmental unit having jurisdiction over the acﬁyities of Respondent or aﬁiy officer,

director, agent, employee or independent contractor of the Respondent.

VERIFICATION OF FACTS AND STATEMENTS |

14. Respondent verifiés that the facts and stateme;ﬁs set forth in this Agreement are
true and correct to the- best of Respondent’s knowledge, information and belief. Relspoudeﬁt
-unde;stan_ds that statements in this. Agreement are made subject to the criminal penalties of 18

Pa.C.S. § 4904 relating to unsworn falsiﬁcation to authorities..
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bATEngW%IZDW; S DATED:

- Counsel for Respon{eﬁt

- DATED:




. INTHE MATTER OF
. Crawford County Humane Sociéty
- File No. 16-98-08473

ORDER

2016, the foregoing Consent

AND NOW, this ﬁ' day of Decewmber
AAgreement is héreby approved and- the terms set fq_rth in paragraph 7 are hereby adoptéd and
incorporated herein as the Ofcder of: the Secretary of the Commonwea_lth, now issuéd in resolution
© of this mitter. - «

THIS ORDER shall take offect immediately.

"BY ORDER:

 Pedro A. Cortés
. Secretary of the Commonwealth

~ Caroline A. Bailey, Esquire
306 North Office Building
401 North Street '
Harrisburg, PA 17120

For the Gozﬁmonqualth: _

~ Crawford County Humane Society

Attt Letoy Stearns, President
11012Kennedy Hill Road
Meadville, PA 16335

- For Respondent:.




