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10 Pennsylvania Department of State 

 

 Effective for tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2006, all federal Subchapter S 
Corporations are automatically Pennsylvania S Corporations. Any federal Subchapter S 
Corporation that wishes not to be a Pennsylvania S Corporation may do so by filing an 
Election Not to be Taxed as a Pennsylvania S Corporation, REV-976, on or before the due date, 
or extended due date, of the report for the first year for which the election is to be in effect. 

 For more on electing Pennsylvania Subchapter S status or to download the REV-976 form, 
please visit the Pennsylvania Department of Revenue website at revenue.pa.gov. 

 
Pennsylvania Nonprofit Corporation 
 
Nonprofit corporations are those corporations whose members or shareholders may not receive any of 
the pecuniary (i.e., monetary) profits of the corporation. A nonprofit corporation may be created for 
benevolent, charitable, civic, cultural, educational, and religious purposes, among others, provided that 
the nonprofit corporation must be able to fulfill its purpose without financial benefit to its members, 
directors or officers, except as salaries or expenses. 
 
Nonprofit status is a state law concept. Nonprofit status may make an organization eligible for certain 
benefits, such as state sales, property and income tax exemptions. Although most federal tax-exempt 
organizations are nonprofit organizations, organizing as a nonprofit corporation at the state level does 
not automatically grant the corporation exemption from federal income tax. To qualify as exempt from 
federal income tax, a nonprofit corporation must meet requirements set forth in the Internal Revenue 
Code. 
 
To form a nonprofit corporation in Pennsylvania, the Articles of Incorporation form accompanied by a 
Docketing Statement form should be filed with the Bureau. Please note: Articles of Incorporation 
must meet the following criteria: 
 

 All incorporators, listed with their addresses, must sign the application. One or more persons 
or corporations may act as incorporators. Incorporators need not be members, directors, 
officers, shareholders or employees of the corporation. 

 The corporation name must be available for use. 
 The name of a domestic nonprofit corporation may (but is not required to) contain: 

(1) the word “corporation,” “company,” “incorporated” or “limited” or an abbreviation of any 
of these terms; 

(2) the word “association,” “fund” or “syndicate”; or 
(3) words or abbreviations of like import. 

 The initial registered office address requires street and number, if any. A post office box alone 
is not acceptable. A Commercial Registered Office Provider’s (CROP) address is acceptable. 
Under Pennsylvania law (15 Pa.C.S. § 109), entities required to provide a registered office 
address in any document filed in the Department of State may enter into a contract for the 
services of a CROP, may list the name of the CROP in lieu of providing a registered address. 
This option is also available for any corporation or association that does not have a physical 
location or mailing address in Pennsylvania. Listing a CROP without having entered into a 
contract to acquire its services could subject a filer to civil and criminal penalties. The list of 
all providers who have filed is available from the Bureau or may be viewed on the Bureau 
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 The initial registered office address requires street and number, if any. A post office box alone 
is not acceptable. A Commercial Registered Office Provider’s (CROP) address is acceptable. 
Under Pennsylvania law (15 Pa.C.S. § 109), entities required to provide a registered office 
address in any document filed in the Department of State may enter into a contract for the 
services of a CROP, may list the name of the CROP in lieu of providing a registered address. 
This option is also available for any corporation or association that does not have a physical 
location or mailing address in Pennsylvania. Listing a CROP without having entered into a 
contract to acquire its services could subject a filer to civil and criminal penalties. The list of 
all providers who have filed is available from the Corporation Bureau or may be viewed on 
the Department website at dos.pa.gov/BusinessCharities. Only associations on the list can be 
named as a Commercial Registered Office Provider. 

 The form must be executed by an authorized representative of the foreign association. 
 
Application for Registration of Mark 
 
A trademark is any word, name, symbol or device, or any combination thereof, used by a person to 
identify and distinguish the goods manufactured or sold by that person from goods sold or 
manufactured by others. 
 
Trademarks are effective for a term of five years from the date of registration. A trademark or service 
mark is registered by filing Application for Registration of Trademark or Service Mark (form 
DSCB:54-1112). Application to renew for a similar term must be made on the Application for Renewal 
of Registration of Mark form within six months prior to the expiration of such term. Please note: The 
trademark application must meet the following criteria: 

 The trademark name must be available for use in Pennsylvania. 
 The name and address of the applicant and the jurisdiction if the applicant is a corporation. 
 A statement as to the name and description of the mark. A facsimile of the mark to be 

registered must accompany the application. 
 A specification as to the general class of goods or services. These classifications are set forth 

in the Application for Registration of Trademark or Service Mark. 
 A listing of the goods or services with which the mark is used and the mode and manner in 

which the mark is used in connection with such goods and services. 
 The date when the mark was first used anywhere. 
 The date when the mark was first used in this Commonwealth by the applicant or the 

predecessor in interest of the applicant. 
 The date, if any, an application to register the mark, or portions or a composite thereof, was 

filed by the applicant or a predecessor in interest in the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office. 
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